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EDITORIAL 


15 October 1989 is the 100th Anniversary 
of the first electric train in Australia. It 
was first shown at the Exhibition Buildings in 
Melbourne at the Centennial International Exhi- 
bition, opened on 1 August 1888, and ran for 58 
days. By the opening day, an ‘electric road’, 
2¢ miles long had been constructed from the corner 
of Whitehorse Road and Station Street, Box Hill, 
to the Doncaster Tower. The maximum grade was 
1 foot in 16, and the 15 hp motor propelled the 
6 ton (laden) tram car over the 24 mile track 
in 20 minutes. It is recorded that the maximum 
downhill speed was 14 mph and the maximum uphill 
speed was 5 mph. A poster displayed on many 
suburban railway stations advertised a combined 
return fare from Princes Bridge station to Doncas- 
ter tower via Box Hill for one shilling and six- 
pence or, in today's money, 15 cents! 


Photo taken at Box Hill terminis at opening ceremony. 


From the above source, I note that Sydney's 
first electric tram car was opened on 20 September 
1893, Perth opened 24 September 1899, Brisbane 
changed from horse trams to electric trams in 
1896/97, Hobart had an electric system in 1893, 
and Adelaide converted to the electric system 
on 9 March 1909. 

By the November/December issue, I hope to 
have photos available of the two models I am cur- 
rently constructing, in a scale of 1:22.5. 

A little more on the 'regauging' of the Flying 
Scotsman. I have received two photos from Geoff 
Brown which I hope to publish in the next Journal. 
They show the Flying Scotsman coupled to two R 
Class locos of the Vic Rail and a couple of Vic 
Rail carriages on the dual gauge track at Dynon 
workshops. 

"MODEL RAILWAYS IS FUN’. 

Rex Little 
Editor 
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THE FEDERAL SCENE 


PRESIDENT’S PIECE 


During the past few months my wife Denice and I have 
spent time once again travelling north to Brisbane to see the 
annual exhibition, and I would like’ to express our 
appreciation of the hospitality we received. I would 
congratulate Bob Mawson and his team of members on the 
way the exhibition was conducted. 


Congratulations! Queensland on becoming incorporated at 
last, and is to be known as, "The Australian Model Railway 


Association Queensland Branch Inc.". 


This now leaves New South Wales to become incorporated. 
Amendments have now been voted upon and passed, now 
hoping that New South Wales will become incorporated in 
the near future. 


I would like to congratulate Mr Frank Potts on being elected 
President of the New South Wales’ branch, and would like 
to extend to him, any help that the Federal C.O.M. may be 
able to give. 


Since the news of the sudden resignation of our Managing 
Editor, Roger Lloyd, I am happy to announce to our 
members that through talks with Vic Pnint, that negotiations 
are underway, which will enable us to carry on the printing 
of Journal, as it has been done for many past years. 


Bryan Tyson 
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SECRETARY’S DESK 


HEY YOU * 


Yes, crude - but if you're still reading, 
at least it is effective and my past ventures 
into the world of advertising have not been totally 
wasted. 

Does this opening sound vaguely familiar? 
Well, if you go back to Journal 166, page 60, 
you will see why. Four years ago, past Secretary 
Phil Kelly had cause to pen these words, because 
the brakes had to be applied to the type of art- 
icles Journal readers were getting fed up with. 
AMRA lost many members then and a little later 
over this problem and the type of articles that 
causes complaints are again appearing. The Fed- 
eral Committee has been monitoring both the art- 
icles and resulting murmurs, hoping that they 
would be few and far between. In other words, 


self regulating on the part of members. Unfortun- 
ately, this hasn't been good enough. So once 
again, the Federal Committee (2/6/89) resolved 


that any correspondence not related to railway 
prototype, railway modelling or associated activity 
is not to be published in Journal. The Editor 
has been so advised, with the addition that any- 
thing in doubt is to be forwarded to the COM. 
Constitutional and administrative (and similar) 
matters are the COM province, so send the letters 
direct to the relevant Branch or Federal COM where 
they'll go anyway - eventually. Abusive letters 
are OUT, will NOT be acceptable, expect them back, 
and as well may contain a note of legal advice 
being sought. 

This is not just supposed to be a hobby of 
leisure and relaxation according to one's own 
desires, IT IS a hobby of leisure, pleasure and 
relaxation according to one's own desires, OR 


_ income/expenditure 
favour, 


AMRA Journal 


it's lost out on the very essential of its purpose. 


Unfortunately, a lot of people are hurting 
financially these days, and this would have to 
include - how many? AMRA members, so it is with 
reluctance that the Federal Committee has decided 
to increase membership fees. Until now, the 
balance has been in AMRA's 
but by the time you are reading this, 
the first of the increases will be hitting us, 
with more on the way. For this reason we have 
to bite members for another 4¢ per week. May 
be this doesn't sound that much, so how does a $2 
increase appeal? In pocket dipping figures, 
the fees - as from 1 September 1989, will be as 
follows: 


SENIOR STUDENT FAMILY 
From 1/9/89 -— 31/8/90 $12 $8 $2 
From 1/3/90 - 31/8/90 $7 $5 $2 


Joining fee - $8 


A point to note is that Students’ costs will 
still exceed their fee, but the COM believes that 
we should be encouraging the younger enthusiasts, 
even though it means a less than 20¢ each subsidy 
from the greatly outnumbering Senior members - 
spend 41¢ on a stamp and register your protest 
to the COM if you object. 


HHRHH 


MEMBERSHIP DRIVE 


HH HHH 


At the Federal C.O.M. meeting held on 7th July it was 
decided to have a new membership drive. As an incentive, 
each branch will have a target of fifty (50) new members. 


The 50th NEW member - regardless of whether they are 
Senior, Student or Family - as received by the Federal 
Registrar - will receive TWO (2) years free A.M.R.A. 
membership, and the relevant branch $100.00 (ONE 
HUNDRED Dollars) for their treasury. 


Except for the whistle blowing, there is’ no competition 
between the branches. 


It will commence Ist September, 1989 and run to 3lst 
August, 1990. 


It will apply regardless of whether the branch or individual 
person sends in the application form. 


Happy Crew Hunting 


SEI E46 
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RENEWAL FORM ae NOMINATION FORM 


In this issue is a 2 (TWO) part insert. 
One HALF is the membership renewal, and the other 
HALF is the nomination form. 

PLEASE - 
] check your fee (not all fees increased); 
2 separate the two HALVES; 


i after filling in, send each part to the ad- 
dress on THAT part, and ALL the renewal 
HALF. 


Could we say 'be a Railway Modeller, be a 
Recyclist Specialist’? No, I'm not joking. 


Harry Gibson 


Federal Secretary 
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From the Managing Editor 


I will be continuing as Managing Editor with 
the benefit of the electronic technology that has 
been discussed in recent issues of Journal. 

One advantage of the new technology is that 
it would be possible for State News and address 
lists from Federal to be typed into their own 
IBM compatible computers, recorded on floppy disk 
and sent to me for reading into the publishing 
FU. This would enable very late deadlines for 
State News. How many States have’ access to such 
computers? Do they have 54" or 34" disk drives? 
Some cheap PCs capable of doing word processing 
can be purchased for a little over $1000, surely 
not beyond the resources of any of our Branches. 

And what is the advantage of this technology? 
Well, mainly quality. Here is a sample of a 
page set-up using pagemaker. The type face is 
much bolder and yet it saves 15% of space compared 
with Journal. 


By Christine Davis 

Kaplan Johnson Investment Co., which 
bought out Worldwide Broadcasting, 
Inc., in 1984, has agreed to sell 
Worldwide’s cable unit to the Leslie 
M. Strauss Group for $612 million. 
The figure ranks among the highest 
price ever paid for cable assets and 
represents a cost of almost $1,200 to 
each investor. 


I'll let you be the judge. 

On another matter, postage has gone up from 
$530 in 1981/82 to $1382 in 1987/88, représénting 
about $1.20 per member, and it is about to go 
up again! 

Roger Lloyd 
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ON THE COVER 


Two passenger trains ready for departure 
from Mousehaven Station on the Silver Anniversary 
of Stuart Westerman's layout in November 1988. 

Photo Geoff Brown 
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NOTICE 


This publication accepts no responsibility 
for the accuracy or reliability of articles or 
advertising published herein, statements made or 


opinions expressed in papers or discussions, nor 


do we necessarily subscribe to the views expressed 
or implied by contributors. 

Neither is any guarantee implied or expressed 
as to the good conduct or practice of advertisers 


herein. This publication reserves, at all times, 
the right to refuse acceptance of any matter con- 
sidered unsuitable for publication. 


Vale Dr Stephen Suggit 


It is with deep regret that I report the 
death on 11 May 1989 of Dr Stephen Suggit. Steve 
was one of the best known identities in the Queens- 
land Branch. 

He started in the hobby at the age of four 
years when his father gave him a Basset Lowke 
gauge one ‘Black Prince’ and coaches. 

In 1925, at the age of 15, he wrote his first 
article for the old ‘Model ‘Railway News', describ- 
ing how to build a simple electrically operated 
turntable. After completing his schooling, Steve 
went on the university to study medicine, graduat- 
ing as a Doctor of Medicine in 1934. During 
the Second World War, Steve saw service in the 
Royal Navy where the majority of his time was 
spent in hospital ships. He rose to the rank 
of Surgeon Commander. Service life didn't stop 
him from enjoying his hobby and he continued to 
build locomotives and rolling stock in the ship's 
workshop for use on the model railway which he 
built in his cabin. During those years of ser- 
vice with the Royal Navy, he drew up and submitted 
plans to the Great. Western Railway (UK) for the 
conversion of passenger coaches into hospital 
coaches. 

Steve arrived in Australia from England in 
January 1948 and joined AMRA in 1953, just a few 
months after the formation of the Association. 
He was one of the members instrumental in the 
establishment of the Queensland Branch in 1956 
and served for many years as Branch Secretary. 
Many of the Branch's early meetings were held 
at Steve's Ascot home and many a happy hour was 
spent operating on Steve's ‘Happy Valley Railway, 
Northern Division’. 

As well as serving as Branch Secretary, he 
also served on the Federal Standards Committee. 
Steve also provided the financial backing to get 
the inaugural historical society steam tours off 
the ground and also acted as a ticket seller for 
these tours. 


Steve was a self-taught linguist and he spoke 
seven languages. To keep his language skills 
up to date, he corresponded with pen friends right 
throughout the world. He was a prolific model 
builder and one has only to walk into our Clubrooms 
to see a small part of the Suggit collection in 
the display case. The rest of the Suggit collec- 
tion is in storage because we haven't got the 
space to display the entire collection at the 
one time. Many of Steve's models were featured 
in displays at the early Queensland Industries 
Fairs from the early 50s. All his models were 
and are in S scale and cover Queensland, New South 
Wales, Victorian, New Zealand and South African 
Railways and this is in excess of 40 locomotives 
and 120 pieces of rolling stock in this collection. 

We, the members of the Queensland Branch, 
are truly fortunate that Steve presented his col- 
lection of models to our Branch several years 
ago. 


Stephen Suggit was a remarkable man. He 
continued to build models up to the time of his 
passing and his last project was a model of an 
LNER N2 O0-6-2T (tank) locomotive. This locomotive 
will be completed by Messrs Eric Lyon and Steve 
Malone. Steve Suggit continued with his medical 
work up until six weeks before his passing, and 
when you consider that he was then 79 years old, 
you must congratulate him for his achievements 


_ throughout his life. 


Bob Mawson 
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Common Return Wiring 


by Steve Chapman 


Let us. begin by considering the different 
types of power supply that can be used to power a 
model railway. There are, in fact, three different 
types of supply. These are - 


1. Single supply. 
2. Split potential. 
3 Individual supply. 


Single supply is where all of the trains oper- 
ating on a model railway are powered from a single 
(one) transformer/rectifier. Each train on _ the 
layout operates ‘in one or more sections which are 
connected to the controller which is being used to 
control the train. The input sides of all control- 


lers are connected together and powered from the 
output of the same transformer. (See figure one). 
Revers ing Section 
Controller switoh switch 


Controller 
aE oes: 


FIGURE 1, 


This is a relatively common ‘way of powering a model 
railway. Common return wiring can NOT be used with 
this method of power supply. 

Split Potential: is an old method of powering a 
model railway which was used before the introduc- 
tion of transistorised controllers. The purpose of 
split potential was to allow common return wiring 
to be used by using two transformer/rectifiers - 
one for the trains running in one direction and one 
for trains running in the other. The way that this 
worked was that the positive output from one trans- 
former/ rectifier was connected to the negative 
output of the other and this was then connected to 
one rail throughout the layout to form a common re- 
turn. The other terminals on the two 
transformer/rectifiers were then connected, up to 
the reversing switches on each controller (which in 
this case only needed to be single pole switches). 
The controllers used with this method were the big 
wire wound reostats. (See figure two). 


Section 
Revers ing Controller Switch 
Switch — 
> 


one at 


Transformer/ F 


Common Return 


FIGURE 2. 


The comparatively new transistorised control- 
lers do not appreciate having their supply current 
reversed. The idea of individual supply resolves 
this problem while still permitting the use of a 
common return. (see figure three). In this case the 
control circuits are kept entirely separate until 


after the controllers reversing switch, each con- 
troller has its own totally independent 
transformer/rectifier, and therefore the return 
wires from each of the sections can be made common 
and connected to the return terminal on all of the 
controllers. 


Reversing Section 
+ Controller Switch Switch 


Transformer/ ae by 
Reotif ier 


Controller 


Se ES nese eee : 


Rectifier F 


Transformer/ 


+ Controlisr 


® , 
oman! ie MAE coe oes ' 


Rectifier D 


FIGURE 3. 


So how does common return work and why, in 
cases two and three above, don't we get a_= short 
circuit when running trains in opposite directions? 
The answer is that we will not get a short circuit 
because the controllers powering trains in opposite 
directions are being powered by totally different 
transformers. 

Let us consider this in more detail. A short 
circuit occurs when the positive terminal of the 
power supply becomes connected to the negative ter- 
minal of the same supply with an insufficient load 
in the circuit. The current flow will then exceed 
the rated capacity of the power-supply. 


INDIVIDUAL SUPPLY 


FIGURE 4. 


When we try to run two trains (lets call them 


A and B) in opposite directions using common return 
we get the situation shown in figure four. If we 
have a single power supply we get a short circuit 
via the path indicated (dashed) since this path 


does not contain a load (train). However when using | 


individual supply we find that this path connects 
the positive of one supply to the negative of the 
other. To determine whether we have a short circuit 
we must complete the path back to the negative ter- 
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minal of the first power supply (shown cross- 
dashed) and we find that there is a load in this 
part of the circuit (both trains) and that we 


therefore do not have a short with individual sup- 
ply. , 


Let us analyse what happens with individual 
supply/common return wiring in more detail. The 
combination of transformer/rectifier and controller 
can be treated as a unit. Each of these units 
(each with its own separate transformer winding) 
can be treated as if it consisted of a variable 
battery. Turning the controller up or down in- 
creases or decreases the voltage supplied by the 
“battery” and throwing the reversing switch is the 
equivalent of turning the battery around. Our com- 
mon return then becomes the equivalent of - hooking 
two batteries up together and connecting the common 
rail up to the connection between the batteries. 

Voltage is measured as a difference between 
two points in a circuit either across a component 
in the circuit or relative to some base point. In 
the setup that we have with our two controllers the 
only part of the system that is common to all cir- 
cuits is the common return wire and we can there- 
fore consider the common return to be at zero volts 
and measure all other voltages relative to it. 

Current flows through the circuit in such a 
way that the current flowing out of our controller 
by one wire will be the same as the current flowing 
back in by the other wire. Also wherever a junction 
occurs in a circuit the current flow into the junc- 
tion will be equal to the current flow out of the 
junction. | 


Given this information we can now work out 
what happens when our two controllers are used to 
drive two trains. We can consider first what hap- 
pens when the two trains are travelling in the same 
direction and then when travelling in opposite di- 
rections. 

Let us assume that the locomotive on train A 
contains a motor which draws a current of one Amp 
and that the train is moving at a speed that re- 
quires nine volts. The second train (B) we will 
assume is hauled by a locomotive that only draws 
three quarters of an Amp but we have this. train 
moving slightly faster and it is using ten volts. 

So if the trains are both moving in the same 
direction we can represent the situation by figure 
five. The side of the motor in each of the locomo- 
tives that is electrically connected to the common 
rail is at considered to be at zero volts (because 
of the decision that we made earlier). The other 
side of the locomotive is at nine volts for locomo- 
tive A and ten volts for locomotive B. Since there 
is no connection between these two wires without 
going through either the locomotive or the control- 
ler we can see that there is no short circuit. 


FIGUEH 5. 


Of course if we had chosen a different point 
in the circuit to call zero volts then the situ- 
ation with regard to what we consider the voltages. 


to be at various points would be different but the 
overall] picture would be the same. For example if. 
we consider the feed wire to train A to be at zero 
volts then the return wire will be at minus nine | 
volts and the feed wire to train B will be at plus 
one volt. 

Similarly we can determine the current flow at 
various positions in the circuit. The current from 
both controllers flows through the common return 
and the current flowing through this wire (where it 
is common) is the sum of the two currents. 


If we now reverse the direction of train B and 
have it travelling at the same speed but in the op- 
what 


posite direction happens? (see figure gix). 


=—BWvolt<s 


The voltage and current flow through the feed wire 
to train A are unchanged. The voltage on the common 
return wire is also unchanged. Therefore the re- 
versal of train B has had absolutely no affect on 
train A. 

The voltage on the feed side of train B is now 
minus ten volts because :we have reversed the train 
and the three quarter amp current flows in the op- 
posite direction. In this case the currents from 
the two controllers are flowing in opposite di- 
rections and therefore the current flow in the com- 
mon return wire is calculated by subtracting one 
from the other. 


The other two situations (where train B  con- 
tinues in the same direction and train A is re- 
versed, or both trains are reversed) can also be 
easily worked out. These situations in fact are 
simply the same as the two cases that we have al- 


ready considered but with the voltages and current 
flows reversed. 

If additional trains and additional 
transformer/rectifier/ controllers are added then 
we can still work things out the same way. By 


treating the common return as being at zero volts 
the voltage to each train will be calculated as 
positive , or negative in the feed wire. The current 
flow through the common return can be calculated by 
adding together the current flows in one direction 
and then subtracting the total current flow in the 
other. 


The common return system does not cause any 
problems provided that the trains travelling in one 
direction are being powered by a different trans- 
former to trains travelling in the other. The split 
potential system of power supply meets this crite- 
ria by using two transformers, one for each direc- 
tion. The superior independent supply system also 
meets this criteria by giving each train its own 
transformer. This has the added advantage of making 
the current flow to each locomotive independent of 
one another as well. _ 

The single supply system has a number of dis- 
advantages. Firstly, you can not use the common re- 
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turn system with single supply because the power to more (or less) current due to rising (or falling) 


the controllers is common and with more than one grades, dirty track, or whatever this will affect 
common section in the circuit trying to run two the current available to the other trains as well. 
trains in opposite directions will give a short 

circuit. Each section of track will therefore need Common return wiring with individual supply 
its own separate return wire, and this means more does work and the separate transformers that this 
wire, more connectors, and double pole instead of system requires also ensures that the control of 
Single pole switches to switch the sections between each train is completely independent of anything 
controllers. Secondly (and this also applies to the that happens to any of the other trains on your 
split potential system), whenever one train draws layout. 
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Dublo Legacy 


by Frank Sheeran 
company which obtained the Hornby name when their 


In the mid 60s, the axe finally fell on the then corporate owner, Lines Brothers, dismantled 
production of Dublo trains by Meccano Ltd, a Brit- Meccano Ltd. Unfortunately only the locomotive 
ish company founded by the late Frank Hornby early drawings had survived and the tender had to be 
this century. Volume 3 of the New Cavendish drawn again in the Dublo manner. It was decided 
Books, ‘Hornby Comparison Series’, is an excellent to evolve the mech from a complete rebuild of 
find of information of past, present and planned the old 2-6-4T. Considerable adaptation is re- 
Dublo production at the time of closure. quired - new axle positions need to be located 

The author, Michael Foster of Ratly, near by Dennis Williams (the person in charge of mechs), 
Banbury in England, decided to attempt production and a complete new valve gear evolved. 
of one of the loco intended by Dublo at the time AS a member of the British Hornby Railway 
of closure. He settled on the Gresley V2 of Collectors’ Association, Michael had the support 
which the Meccano Ltd loco drawing still existed of members world-wide and he has been able to 
(see pages 316 and 317 of the above reference). enlist the aid of various members to undertake 

To do this, Michael had first to obtain per- Various steps of the ‘in house’ production of 

‘a 


mission from Hornby Railways, the one-time Tri-ang just over 300 V2s in BR and LNER liveries. 


~~ 


Prototype 'School of Hornby' 
Dublo V2 at Rugby HRCA Dublo Photo: 
anniversary, September 1988. Australian Hornby Collector 
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Caustic Comment 


by Frank Sheeran 


Every picture tells a story. This one is a real 
shocker. How do you think it happened? 


Recently I attended a Sydney gathering of acid (nydrogen and chiorine), which is able to 
the HRCAA. This was at the home of one of our dissolve Bone ee peaks rem, 
members called Bob. Now it happens’ that Bob Then we have the A4 cleaned off with Phenyl 
is big on restoration and part of his ‘thing’ of all things. This is indeed an interesting 
is tossing die cast Dublo locos and tinplate coach- case to analyse because it is nothing more than 


a \ powerful antiseptic and disinfectant derived 
from coal tar (bitumen). It apparently contains 
no harmful acids, in the short term anyway, as 
the photograph shows." 

ine + ‘ot © horror 1 ine ehind se | : ; 
Imagine the age NOrro Lurk ‘8 be : d "I believe its intended use is for keeping 

tj 7 a wnen . one gay, ne Li. e ‘ +4 ‘2 . we ae 
Bob s beautiful beard whe Y ee ‘ down the smell of the non-sewered outside 'dunny' 


body out of the caustic solution to ae ; ; ; 
a Dublo N2 body out of the caustic soluti - and eating up all the harmful bacteria contained 


es into a caustic bath with a view to waving an 
air brush over them and making them look better 
than ever before. 


discover it both a a perforated. comet hing therein. What this has to do with paint stripping 
that had never happened before to one of his die a peemck ive § dee dower new... 
cast locos. It also happens that Bob generally 
h to clean up loco bodies, so he put ; —- 
fo ele wie 2 i pristine Ad on display When the following ‘Collector’ hit the streets 
with notices proclaiming the joys of Phenyl. Bob responded with the news that when he cleaned 
Photographs were taken and published in the is the seca container, he Found ia length of 
Australian Hornby Collector, which brought a quick ee eee ees He added, ‘This may have 


comment from a Tasmanian by the name of David acted with the caustic and loco mazac body as 


tirgy : . + ' Inf 2 r 4 h ke ; * 
who wrote in to the editor saying, “The composition ma 2h Mas 3h eer bath, thus causing sich 
of caustic is such that it is designed to corrode a @rastic reaction. Not naving an expert in 
organic matter and it may also contain small tne art of electroplating, I leave comment to 
- FY — i 4 > > 7 ~~ a 1 : - 
amounts of Nitric acid (nitrogen acid), a highly PHOSe WhO may. KHOW: a. a 
corrosive and caustic liquid, plus hydrochloric Right, then. Who knows what? 


The card says it all. But why the difference? 
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Learning from the Prototype 
Part 2 - The Advantageous Use of Momentum 


(You don't have to keep the revs up) 
by Ted Ward 


More advice from the prototype on running 
trains, with the observation that the philosophies 
detailed here also apply in so many other things 
in life. | 

Incidentally, in the advice printed below, 
the ‘good train controller' referred to is a chap 
in a control room, 
a control knob on it. However, surely both mean- 
ings have equal validity in modelling applications. 

The use of momentum is one of the keys to 
an energy efficient operation. It is also the 
sign of a good driver and a good train controller. 

To gain momentum in a train takes the driver's 
skill and the use of energy. To start a train 
from rest and accelerate it up to its line speed 
costs far more fuel than to keep it moving at 
its line speed. | 

You should remember that it costs money to 
Stop, then start a train. Slowing down and stop- 
ping costs money in brake block wear and/or dynamic 
brake use. Similarly, to start again costs money. 

A LOCOMOTIVE DRIVER can help by using his 
knowledge of the road, his train and the timetable 
to utilise momentum to the maximum and so minimise 
use of the throttle and brake. Energy saving 
will result from reduced time the locomotive is 
in a power notch or in dynamic brake. 

A TRAIN CONTROLLER can save energy and oper- 


not a box of electronics with: 


Perhaps more effective modelling of momentum 
would be to simply rearrange timetables as the 
TRAIN CONTROLLER mentioned above is asked to do. 
Read that paragraph again and then look at your 
timetabling. Are you using momentum to. save 
wear on brake blocks and to save money by keeping 
heavy trains moving. 


ating cost by being aware of gradient profiles 
and type of train under his jurisdiction and then 


. planning his train crossings accordingly. 


For example: 

It is far more cost effective to stop - 

a a lightly loaded train than a heavily loaded 
train of similar length on level track, and 

b a train on a down hill grade than a train 
of similar length and mass on an up hill 
grade. 

End of quote. 

Momentum in models is most apparent in systems 
incorporating transistor controllers, sometimes 
actually known as ‘momentum controllers’. The © 
effect is, at best, only minimal in that momentum 
usually is not of the order of that in prototype 


trains, which can coast for kilometres on momentum — 


if the terrain is favourable. Modellers will 
have to simulate momentum to some degree, but 
to effect momentum requires only judicious use 

or operation of the controller. | 
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Try These Hints &Tips 


by Ern Raddatz 


Tram Tracks 


Those readers who have been following the 
series of articies in the Model Railroader on 
building a street car layout may be interested 
in the prices for the Richard Orr girder rail 
and pointwork used in that layout. 


Code 100 Girder Rail 17 piece bundle $US22.95 
Flat Brass Shims for keeping the track A 
gauge package of 75 7.00 
Girder Rail Curving Tool (essential) 19.95 

Single Tongue Track Switches 

(left, right or wye) 6.00 
Straight Track crossings 

(angled or straight) 3.00 


(RC or LC crossing) 3.50 


Write to - 


Curved Track Crossings 
All prices less postage. 

Richard Orr 

6506 Western Avenue 

OMAHA NE68132 USA 

This manufacturer does not sell through dealers. 
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Drawings and Photos 


Those members of the Association who follow 
US prototype may be interested to learn the De 
Golyer Library of the Southern Methodist University 
in Dallas, Texas 75275-0396 USA is a good source 
of informaion for railroad research. The photo- 
graphic collection, the 106 page catalogue of 
which costs $US6, contains about 75% railroad 
subjects. Naturally mostly US, but there are 
some foreign items as well. The library also 
has a collection of Baldwin locomotive works draw- 


ings. These are mainly from the years 1900-1920 
and were initially rescued from destruction by 
a Mr Bill Witbeck in the 1950s. The selection 
is rather random, but does include some drawings 
of locomotives, including unbuilt proposals, in- 
tended for overseas use. The drawings catalogue 
is in two volumes. Volume 1 is of erecting draw- 
ings and costs $US12: Volume 2 is of locomotive 
parts detail drawings and costs $US14; the two 
together can be purchased for $US24. Try and 
talk your Branch Librarian into purchasing these 
three catalogues, or, better yet, buy them yourself 
and donate them to your Branch Library. Enquiries 
should be addressed to Dawn Letson, Curator of 
Manuscripts. 


HHH HH HHKKE 


LEDs 


I have yet to find them on sale in Australia, 
but 1 mm diameter LEDs are available in Europe. 
LEDs this small have many uses in model railways, 
for instance in N scale colour light signals. 
Not inexpensive, but are available in red, amber 


-and green. 


HHH HHH 


Rulers 


The only scale rules I have seen on sale 
in Australia are of American manufacture and thus 
show only scale feet and thumbs. Metric scale 
rules can be found in Europe; however, the one 
I have found is in clear plastic which does make 
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it difficult to read. Still it’s very useful. 
Try your favourite continental dealer for both 
the above items. 
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Cattle Cars 


It appears that four wheeled stock is no 
longer used by the AN; at least I have yet to 
see them running through Snowtown. But I have 
seen the bodies of four wheeled cattle wagons 
mounted two to a flat car. I don't know if they 
are permanently fixed or if they are demountable, 
but they would make an unusual model. The AN 
also runs articulated flat cars made up of two, 
three, four or five units. Bodies are painted 
green with yellow bogies. 
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A Truck for all Seasons 


Readers with access to the November/December 
1988 Continental Modeller will find reference 
to a road truck that is essential to all HO and 
OO layouts, whether freelance or prototype. Look 
at the Orton Models advert on page 18a of the 
magazine, second column from the left and the 
36th item down from the top of that column. Go 
immediately to your nearest Herpa stockist and 
purchase the truck shown. 


aes ss 
Flower Pots 


A modern looking flower bed for your station 


concourse or platforms may be made from a suitable 
sized metal nut. Paint it off white or concrete, 
fill the threaded hole with paper mache, clay, 
well-chewed Hubble Bubble chewing gum or something 


similar. Add some Woodlands Scenics or other 
foliage, dust with coloured flock and there you 
are. 

Taken, with acknowledgements, from a recent 


Rail Miniature Flash. 
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Postage 


Branch Secretaries and Treasurers use quite 
an amount of postage stamps when conducting their 
Branch duties. Wouldn't it be nice if they could 
buy the stamps at a discount. According to a 
recent radio broadcast, this is, in fact, possible. 
There is a stamp dealer in Adelaide who legally 
sells sheets of validly usable stamps at below 
face value with the knowledge and blessing of 


Australia Post. He is able to do this by purchas- 
ing sheets of stamps at a discount from people 
who bought these when first issued thinking they 
could be kept as an investment and then found 
out this was not. so. He then resells these, 
again by the sheet, to the ordinary public. 
Thirty nine cent stamps can be bought for 35¢ 
each; not a great saving individually, but it 
does mount up when a lot of stamps are required. 
I am. not sure if stamp dealers elsewhere do the 
same thing, but it is worth looking into. And 
remember, these stamps are recent issues and are 
valid for postage. 
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Handy Wood Screw Gauge 


by Ted Ward 


With the demands on a modeller's finances 
often straining them to the limit, it is nice 
to be able to make a tool which will save a little. 
One such is a wood-screw gauge which can be made 
from a piece of scrap metal, preferably brass 
about 190 mm x 50 mm, although 190 mm x 25 mm 
is suitable. Drill a series of holes of increas- 
ing size and stamp or engrave or somehow mark 
the gauge sizes adjacent to the holes. These 
will enable one to select a specified screw when- 
ever a certain gauge is called for. Presented 
below are eight British Standards, sizes 2 - 16 
with the appropriate drill sizes listed after 
them in brackets. Two drill sizes are listed 
for each gauge size, either a number or a fraction 
drill, and also a metric drill. Number drills 
are obtainable at better engineering supply stores 
or hardware stores can obtain them to order, the 
problem being that the hardware store would have 
to order a pack of each size in order to sell 
you the one drill. Hobby shops sometimes sell 
drills too, so there are a number of supply 
sources. 

2 ga #49 or 1.76 mm 
6 ga #28 or 3.6 mm 
10 ga #7 or 5 mm 12 ga #1 or 5.5. mm 

14 ga 17/64" or 6.5 mm 16 ga 19/64" or 7.5 mm 

These sizes quoted are not necessarily absol- 
utely correct according to Greenwich, but are 
adequate for workshop purposes. 


4 ga #38 or 2.75 mm 
8 ga #18 or 4.5 mm 
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Triva Quiz 


by Roger Lloyd 


Q What Australian suburban line was first plan- 
ned to have the following stations: 
Dumbleton, Podmore, Saltpan and Nioka? 


A The East Hills line in Sydney. Only Dumble- 
ton survived as that name by the time the line 
opened on 21 September 1931. What is now King 
Georges Road was then Dumbleton Road. The station 
was renamed Beverly Hills on 24 August 1940. 

Saltpan opened as Herne Bay and that name 
in turn got the flick on 10 March 1958 and became 
Riverwood. Podmore and Nioka opened as Narwee 
and Panania. 

My source for this trivia is an interesting 
old Craigie’s map of Sydney dating from about 
1930 and the NSW station names book. 
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Wanted 


volume of Australian Model Railway 
Magazine, but prepared to talk about buying more 
than volume one to get the issues that I need 
to complete my collection. Contact Charles Schus- 
ter on (062) 55 1144 (AH) or at work during school 
time (062) 55 1144 to discuss prices or trades. 


Also, I model N Scale Australian - mostly 
NSW, but also ANR/CR/AN/SAR and VR and would like 
to make contact with any member who is making 
or intends to make models/masters/castings of 
modern Australian (Victorian, NSW, SA, and even 


First 


WA!) systems rolling stock and locos in N scale. 
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Tinplate Tanks 


by Frank Sheeran 


Not being an arch-historian, I find myself 
unable to enlighten members as to who first ran 
a tank wagon. Perhaps there is. one out there 
who can advise us as to when, where and why this 
first happened. 

Tankers certainly excite the interest. 
Their variety of purpose, size, colour and owner- 
ship is considerable. For instance, there are 
gas tank wagons and gas cylinder wagons. 


Some- 


body, please, what is the difference? After 
all, the business parts of most tank wagaons are 
cylindrical in shape, are they not? 

It beats me why an AMRA Branch somewhere 
out there doesn't conduct a grand tankerthon once 
in a while. Whan an occasion this could be! 
Surely the outcome would be much photographing, 
discussing, ‘rabbiting', '‘rubbishing', recalling 
and, at the end of the day, happy retirement home 
to rush a report to Rex. 


The Hornby Railway Collectors 
Association commissioned a run 
of tankers from Bill Goddard 
of Sydney to celebrate their 
9th AGM. Wheels and tank 
tops are to the original 
Meccano of Liverpool Hornby 
profile as are the couplings. 
The bogies are an improved 
version of the Melbourne-made 
Robilt of the 50s, while 
the buffers are by Fleet 
of Sydney. 


Rex and other AMRA wrinklies 


have every right to wake 
with a start from their 
Siestas. At first glance 


it does seem that they have 
missed out on spotting some 
Hornby O gauge during their 
first childhoods. In truth 
Hornby never made these bogie 
tankers which are still avail- 
able in this and other liver- 
ies from George Coop of Mel- 
bourne. It looks so convin- 
cingly Hornby because George 
set out to produce a vehicle 
which conformed to the orig- 
inal Hornby design philosophy. 
He gleaned his ideas’ from 


other pre-war four-wheel 
and bogie vehicles in the 
established range. All 


replicated parts are of local 
manufacture and some are 
now finding their way to 
overseas enthusiasts. 


AMRA Journal No 191 Page 99 


CIRCLE 


George Coop stikes again. \ 
This time with something that i 
never was. The toy is the ~~ 


prototype if Blue Circle are 
interested enough to emulate. 
Uf added interest is’ the 
plastic sleepered nickle- 
silver track. In profile it 
ig a reproduction of Hornby's 
circa 1938 solid steel product 


Tankers look best in convin- 
cing settings. This work by 
Ross Freeman of Brisbane is 
partly the result of tossing 
a couple of pre WW2 Hornby 
tankers into the caustic 


and redressing them in free- 
lance liveries. 
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Clive McTaggart of Brisbane 
is better known to the locals 
as a distributor of modern 


toy trains. It may surprise 
some to learn that Clive is 
closet collector of old 
tinplate who is really tickled 
Dy tankers 
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THE YETI CLASS 2-2-2 


Seen here simmering on a 'six foot' 
spur of Dublo at Benn Hall, Rugby, 
England, on Saturday 10 September 1988, 
‘Dame Edna Everidge' is the first loco 


of the Yeti class to be outshopped for 
the Himalayan State Railways by Douglas 


Photos: Frank Sheeran 
Taylor of the British HRCA. Courtesy: Australia Hornby 
Collector 
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The Editor 
AMRA Journal 
Dear Rex 

The opportunity is taken to express apprec- 
iation to those NSW members who had the courage, 
energy and dedication to accept nomination and 
election to the COM at the May AGM. There is 
no doubt that their nominations and elections 
were based on a very real and determined stand 
on issues. Congratulations to the following: 


Frank Potts President 
David Bennett Vice President 
Phil Kelly Secretary 

Jack Parker Treasurer 

Fred Green Commit teeman 
Ralph Wambeek Committeeman 


Bob Wardrop Exhibition Chairman 

All members of the COM have that depth of 
concern and interest required to maintain the 
fundamental principles of AMRA. For example, 
Frank Potts has an extended record and history 
of active and effective contributions to the prac- 
tical needs and principles on which AMRA is based, 
despite his long record of unremitting attention 
to the onerous demands of his service to the com- 
munity. He has a firm postive approach, fortified 
by a strong determination to identify and to main- 
tain the objectives, whether they be related to 
family, social community work, his own interests 
in model railways, or basic issues of AMRA. 
Frank offered his serices specifically and solely 
for the benefit of AMRA and because of his deep 
concern for issues of the past, the present, and 
the future. 

All members of the COM have demonstrated 
outstanding qualities and abilities. They are 
dedicated modellers with a range of professional/ 
technical qualifications and social backgrounds, 
and abilities that give confidence in the capacity 
of the COM to manage and administer the affairs 
of the Branch in a proper, effective and impartial 
manner, without regard to personal gain or self- 
aggrandizement. The loud applause, particularly 
for Frank Potts and also for all other members, 
was an indication of the extent of the feeling 
of relief and appreciation and the confidence 
in the elected members of our COM. 


FROM THE MAILBOX 


The COM has a heavy program associated sub- 
sequent processing as a result of the overwhelming 
vote in support of incorporation, the continuation 
of clinics, the Annual Exhibition to be presented 
over October long weekend, and, following a third 
break and entry at the Rockdale premises, there 
is the task of some urgent reconstruction and 
another upgrading of security. Finally, but 
not least, there will be the somewhat difficult 
task of encouraging a small group of members to 
reassess and to restore their full loyalties to 
the aims and objectives of AMRA and to give full 
and constructive support to the COM. 

Congratulations to all members of the COM 
and may all other members of the Branch give you 
the maximum support possible and so ensure the 
continuation of the development and the progress 
in the enjoyment of model railways. 

Tom Parkes 
New South Wales 


The Editor 
AMRA Journal 
Dear Rex 

I would like to ask if a reader could write 
an article on eliminating television interference 
generated by model trains. I did see a cartoon 
in the NMRA Bulletin many years ago which showed 
Dad and his friends downstairs in the basement 
operating their model railroad while upstairs, 
Mom (as the Americans call their mothers) stared 
helplessly at a television screen completely in 
chaos from interference generated by the trains 
below. In reality, such a situation is far from 
funny and doubtless causes domestic friction in 
some homes, as well as being against some law 
or other which decrees that TV watchers’ should 
be allowed to watch THEIR entertainment free from 
any interference. 

The time honoured method of placing a capac- 
itor with the leads cut as short as_ possible 
directly across the two motor brushes certainly 
helps, but how does one stop the whole layout 
acting as a giant interference transmitter? 

. Yours faithfully 
Ted Ward 
Queensland 
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More Hints & Tips 


by Ted Ward 


Talcum powder and similar commercial projects 
are nowadays being sold in plastic throw-away 
bottles with a pressed-on plastic lid perforated 
with powder-sized holes. It is a simple matter 
to pry the lid off an empty bottle, and, with 
a slowly turned drill, enlarge each of the holes 
to the size of ballast or similar scenery material. 
Replace the lid to make a handy improvised scenery 
and ballasting aid. When the container empties, 
simply pry off the lid and refill it. 


The tried and true method of removing paint 
from plastic rolling stock using automobile brake 
fluid remains top of the list of methods after 
trying what seemed a better way. Brake fluid 
had removed most of the paint from a Bachmann 
caboose leaving only vestiges of paint behind. 
Nothing would shift the remaining paint so another 
method was tried. Some aeronautical hydraulic 
oil was obtained and said caboose was immersed. 
Alas, the hydraulic oil attacked the plastic con- 
verting it to a sticky toffee-like mess. We 
lives and learns. 
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Finish Those Old Projects 


by Ted Ward 


‘It is a safe bet that just about every reader 
of these pages has a few almost forgotten projects 
and part-finished kits or models stored away in 
boxes ‘waiting to be finished some day’. There 
is no offence intended here, for procrastination 
is common in all of us, and the fact that modelling 
is a pastime where one works at one's own pace 
and to one's own tempo means that, for a lot of 
projects, there is no ‘REQUIRED BY’ date. Other 
reasons for putting a project on HOLD are many 
and varied, and probably even include some that 
the author hasn't used. 

The thing about unfinished projects is that 
they represent money and/or time spent which hasn't 
and can't be realised until the project is finish- 
ed. They represent mini unfinished symphonies 
waiting to be written in full, and they represent, 
in some cases, a simple lack of determination 
on somebody's part. It can be embarrassing, 
when showing another modeller what one has achieved 
so far, to having to keep using a phrase like 
"when I get time to finish it’ or ‘when this hap- 
pens or that happens’. In short, unfinished 
models are not convincing, and indeed, this is 
probably proportional to the number of unfinished 
models languishing in drawers and cupboards, await- 
ing their turn for the limelight. The author 
realised that, while new modelling projects were 
being completed, some old ones were not. Some 
of these had sentimental value if nothing else, 
and it was realised some sort of determined ap- 
proach would be necessary to get them ‘out of 
the way'. 

Step one was to clear a 
the work table and array the projects, kits, kit 
bashes, scratchbuilds, etc, in a line. If one 
is so inclined, it might be worthwhile compiling 
a written list of things to be done as in a cam- 
paign of battle. As each task is completed or 
put on the layout, strike that one off the list 
for ever more!!! 


Suitable area on 


An analysis of ‘projects on hand' may reveal 
some sort of logical priority in which they are 
to be done. Beware of ‘doing the easy ones first’ 
for it may be better to intersperse quickies with 


not so quickies. It is perhaps okay to even 
do several at once where possible, in order to 
better utilise time and make for the efficient: 


use of machines and processes. 
ting some processes started and underway so as 
to get the ball rolling, Stripping paint is: 
one project which can be commenced, and all paint 
stripping on various projects, such as plastic 
kits to be repainted, could be done simultaneously. 
This will get that messy job out of the way early, 
and everything has time to dry-off before repaint- 
ing commences. Employ this thought process all 
the way through Project ‘Completion’ wherever 
possible. Modelling is certainly not usually. 
regarded as an activity to be ‘got out of the 
way’, but it is submitted that clearing up a bevy 
of old projects is just that. Anything or any 
step which can get those unfinished projects -out 


of the way is worth consideration, for it is felt 
that cleaning the slate, something like a New 
Year's Resolution if you like, should be a neces- 
Sary step before proceeding further. 

Another useful incentive is to vow not to. 
Start another project until some of the old ones 
are finished! Wow, that should get something 
finished. Perhaps a NEW table of projects can 
be set up, with crossed LASER beams just above 
it so they will amputate the hands of anyone who 
dares to start another project before the first 
table is emptied! 

Seriously, the thought of having everything 
behind one with nothing needing doing is a very 
pleasant one, and a goal that should be strived 
for. Try and anticipate how things will be if 
the trend towards 'unfinishing' isn't arrested. 
Now is the time to draw the line, and right now — 
could be the beginning of the end. 


It is worth get 
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Spectacles for Modellers 


by Ted Ward 


are some lucky people who are 
seek the services of an optom- 
etrist, the rest of us are doomed to, sooner. or 
later, seek help in seeing things clearly. This 
need may be evident early in life, but for some, 
eye sight gradually irredeemably deteriorates. 

This deterioration is gradual and it takes 
time to be acknowledged and admitted, particularly 
if it is only evident when reading or doing things 


While there 
never obliged to 


at close range, like modelling. Until it is 
conceded that one's eyesight isn't as good as 
it was, the modeller tends to fuzz and blur his 


way along, particularly at night when the lighting 


is less intense than in daylight hours. Rulers 
are harder to read, as is written material. 
Details become indistinct and it is harder to 


co-ordinate tiny parts when assembling a model. 
Tools become harder to use accurately, and all 
in all, modelling becomes a bit of a pain and 
a trifle discouraging. Indeed, the only alter- 


native remaining seems to be - give up modelling. 
AAAAAAAhbhbh. 


The solution or remedy, dear. friend, is your 
friendly local optometrist. He (or she) is a 
professional person who will ask you to submit 
to a short series of eye tests (painless) which 
will reveal all. The actual tests are free under 
the Medicare scheme, but lenses and frames are 
not. If you have an old pair of spectacle frames © 
which the optometrist considers suitable, the 
whole exercise will cost you only the price of 
having lenses ground, and considering the immediate 
improvement which will result, you will most likely 
consider it money well spent. Certainly, this 
modeller would deem his specs as the greatest 
modelling aid in years! Things are much clearer 
and easier to see, and modelling is again a pleas- — 
ure to anticipate, instead of being more difficult 
than it should have been. 
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A Set of Problems 


by Ern Raddatz 


Air Space 


It has been said that if one was given the 


exhibition hall of the Camberwell Civic Centre 
in which to erect a layout, one would be soon 
complaining that it was not big enough. To get 


the wanted layout one would be wishing that it 
was 30 cm longer and wider to get in that extra 
curve. I was thinking that the other day when 
I was in my layout room, the Salle de Virge, meas- 
uring up for the proposed layout. The room meas- 
ures 4.5 m x 2.90 m, a reasonable size, and I 
was, however, contemplating on how I would like 
the extra space. 

But the only extra 


space available is up. 
The ceiling height is 3.66 m 


1, and there is, there- 


fore, space in plenty for a double deck or even 
a triple deck layout. Has any member had any 
experience in multi-level layouts that he would 
like to exchange with the rest of the Association. 
Matters like the space between the levels; the 
track connection between the levels; benchwork 


and so forth. Any answers via Journal, please. 
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Marble Cake 


A simple one for the Pal 
I go about simulating marble with paint 
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Getting the Spuds In 


A perusal of the AMRM reveals that only one 
firm is pple: the SPUD HO scale power bogie. 
Has it lost favour with the modelling fraternity? 
Have any members had experience with this form 
of motive power? Is a single bogie capable of 
providing sufficient traction for a train of, 


10 bogie passenger 
cars weighted to 
should the 


cars or the equivalent 
the NMRA recommended 
locomotive be double 


say, 
in freight 
weighting or 
powered? 
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often featured 
especially the British, 
but they re often silent on how connection was 
made on oH overhead between the portable base- 
boards. I can work out a connection if panta- 
graphs or bow collectors are used to pick up the 
traction current, but am puzzled to how to make 
the required juction where trolley poles are in 
use. Has any member a suggestion on how to do 
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Visiting LNER power in the 


form of LNER 


"Silver Fox' on 


Stuart Westerman's LMS layout 
on the occasion of its Silver 


Anniversary. 


Photo: 


Geoff Brown 
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President's Piece 


As of 23 May 1989, the Queensland Branch 
of the AMRA was officially incorporated. We 
are mow known as the Australian Model Railway 
Association, Queensland Branch Incorporated. 
It is a bit of a mouthful, isn't it? It was 
surprising jut how fast things moved with the 
Queensland Justice Department once our Branch 
met all the Department's requirements. 

At the monthly General Meeting held on 25 May 
the members formally adopted the new Branch Con- 
stitution. If you haven't received your copy 
by the time you read this, please contact Jim 
Christie. Now that we are incorporated, our 
trustees have been made redundant so, at this 
point, I would like to thank Keith Anderson, Jim 
Bilby and Rob Walters for serving as the Branch 
Trustees. 

It is with regret that I report the death 
of Doctor Stephen Suggit on 11 May after a very 
long illness. As reported elsewhere, Steve joined 
the AMRA back in 1953 just a few weeks after the 
formation of the Association. With the passing 
of Steve, the Committee has decided to inaugurate 
a locomotive building competition known as The 
Stephen Suggit Trophy. The judging for the com- 
petition will be held during our annual Model 


Railway Show and the competition will be open — 


to anyone whether a member of AMRA or not. 

Why a loco building contest? Well, Steve 
was a prolific builder of locos, steam, diesel 
and electric, and it seems only fitting to hold 
this competition in Steve's memory, As well 
as the trophy, a shield will be mounted in the 
Clubrooms and the winner's name will be placed 
on the shield. Further details will appear in 
the next issue of Journal. 

Our Branch lost another friend on 13 May. 
He was Bert Nielson, and, although not a member 
of AMRA, he was a true friend of the Branch sup- 
porting us with his large Fleischman layout at 
many of our exhibitions. The Committee has ex- 
tended the Branch's condolences to Bert's family. 

Around the Clubrooms, things are very busy. 
The Club layout is advancing quickly. As you 
read this, we should be at the Stage where the 
track underlay is being laid and may be the first 
lengths of track too. 

A start has been made on the layout for the 
Xavier Special School and there are two projects 
coming up for the Queensland Railways. The first 
is in the hands of Arthur Hayes. He is building 
an ICE Electric set for the Central Queensland 


BRISBANE RIVER 


THE ie 
GREEN BOARD 


ExPo 8P 
Siva 


CLUBROOMS 


Electrification Display. The other project will’ 
be either an N gauge or an HO gauge QR Freight. ~ 
Train Display. At the time of writing this, 
the QR Promotions people haven't made up their © 
minds, but they do know that they want the display 
about two metres long whatever scale is used and 
they want it for the August RNA Exhibition. ) 
If you are looking for something to do and ~ 
would like to get into some railway modelling 
on a BIG scale of operations, why not come along 
to YOUR Clubrooms and be a part of the action, 
Regards 
Bob Mawson 
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General News 


SHOW AND TELL - AN OCCASION TO MAKE SOME- 
THING OUT OF 


On the Queensland Branch AMRA Calendar, there 
appears a function called simply - 'Show and Tell - 
bring something along’. This occasion occurs 
once a year, usually in August, and it is time 
when members are asked to bring ‘something', ob- 
viously with a modelling connection to show to 
the other members. The night usually sees some 
interesting models presented by members and they 
always occasion much interest to everyone present. 


This is all very well, but it does seem that 
a lot of members are missing the chance to make 
use of this night to achieve some perhaps long- 
held ambitions. It is suggested that the night 
be set as a target-date for the completion of 
some project and then, every effort be made by 
the modeller to finish the project in time to 
bring it along on the night and 'show and tell'. 
All this is yet another reason to be in the AMRA, 


attend Branch meetings and get those projects 
finished. 
Ted Ward 
HHH HHH HIE HHH 
JOURNALS ABSENT FROM THE UEENSLAND BRANCH 
COLLECTION 


The Queensland Branch library has a complete 
collection of AMRA Journals, apart from those 
listed below. With a view to making the collec- 
tion complete, members with Journals that they 
are willing to part with are invited to contact 
the Queensland Branch advising of what Journals 
they are willing to contribute. to complete the 
Queensland Collection. All post and _ packing 
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charges will be willingly reimbursed and the con- 
tribution acknowledged in these pages. 

If you can oblige in anyway, please do so 
as repeating this request does use up space in 
Journal which can .be put to better use, and hope- 
fully this will be the only time that it has to 
appear. 

The Queensland Branch Collection currently 
consists of some issues pre 1970 viz: Vol 1, Nos 1 
and 2, Vol 2, Nos 1, 2 and 4, Vol 3, Nos 1, 2, 
3 and 4, Vol 4, Nos 1, 2, 3 and 4, and Vol 5, 
Nos 1, 2, 3 and 4. Also included are Issues 
205-245, 22, 23, £55 25, 20; 27, 28, 29, 30,..34, 
37, 38, 39, 42, 45, 73, 74, 75 and 77. Issues 
NOT listed above are missing. Also missing are 
some subsequent issues, viz: 84, 88, 91, 92, 
94, 96, 97, 98, 100, 101, 102, 103, 104, 110, 
111, 116, 125, 127, 128, 145 and 161. 

Please write listing what you are able to 
contribute and help fill those empty shelves. 
Remember, all costs will be reimbursed. 


HEE KRKEE HHHEH KRHHH 


At a recent Queensland Branch Committee meet- 
ing, the President announced, "Gentlemen, official 
approval has been received for our incorporation 
as a company and I am told that we have to have 
an official seal". 

Who was the respected Committee member who 
immediately sprang to his feet, er flippers, and, 
cocking his hands before him, started barking 
"Woof, woof, woof", and doing a very good impromptu 
impression of a seal, official or otherwise? 

My lips must remain sealed. 

Unsigned 


KEKE KEKER KEKHH KHER HK 


Program 


AUGUST 

5 Sat Layout construction 
10 Thur Layout construction 
19 Sat Layout construction 
24. Thur Monthly Meeting 

Show and Tell - bring something along 

SEPTEMBER 

2 Sat Annual Auction 

14. Thur Layout construction 
16 Sat Layout construction 
28 Thur Monthly Meeting 


Modelling competition 
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iow: 


Jim Fainges reflects on those 


early years of the old Bris- 
bane Model Railway Club, 
even mentioning that he was 
much younger at the time! 


Jim recalls quite well the 34" 
gauge model of the B18+ 4-6-2 


in the Branch showcase. and 
noted that this model is 
now over 50 years old. 


The handle of the ceremonial 
knife can only accommodate a 
few of the many willing hands 


as the cutting of the cake 
gets the party underway. 
Next time, we'll use. the 
same knife, but will try and 


find a bigger handle! 
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Bob Mawson, left, shares a bench with the youngest 
member of the Queensland Branch, Master Craig Hayes 
in company with the oldest member, Dr Stephen 


Suggit, who was a founder of the old Brisbane 
Model Railway Club. 


The birthday cake celebrating 40 years of model 
trains and the AMRA Queensland Branch. 


Photos: Keith Trueman 
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NSW Branch Open Modelling Competition 


This competition will once again be held 
at the Annual Model Railway Exhibition at the 
E G Whitlam Recreation Centre, Memorial Avenue, 
Liverpool, on 1 October 1989, 

Models may be entered in the following cate- 
gories: 

] Scratchbuilt locomotives 

2 Scratchbuilt rolling stock 

3 Scratchbuilt structures 

4 Kit based/kit bashed locos, rolling stock and 
structures 

5 Proprietary modified locos, rolling stock and 
structures 

The above combinations are based on the idea 
that in the last two categories, the amount of 
work on all items. is comparable. This will de- 
crease the chances of non-competition being declar- 
ed due to lack of entries in each category. 

All winners will receive engraved trophies. 
All entrants will receive certificates and a copy 
of the judges’ comments. 

The models will then be photographed and 
placed on display in a secured show case, before 
an admiring public. As in previous years, the 
high standard of entries will demonstrate how 
refined the art of railway modelling can be. 

We would like entries to be retained in the 
show case for the duration of the exhibition, 
but if this is not possible, arrangements are 
easily made for earlier collection. 

It is unfair to rely on the judges’ familiar- 
ity with the prototype (or lack of it) to evaluate 
a model. As such, models with no support docu- 
mentation will lose points in the ‘Authentication’ 
section. For maximum point scoring, entries 
should be accompanied by scale plans, notes, meas- 
urements, photographs, prototype paint samples, 
magazine articles, or any other reference sources 


used in the construction of the model. Freelance 
models should be accompanied by all reference 
sources indicating the influences on the design 


of the model. 


Rules 

] The competition shall be open to all non- 
professinal modellers, as defined by the AMRA 
Constitution. 


2 Models on exhibition will not be judged at 
the layouts as this may affect the impartiality 
of the judges. 


3 Locomotives should be self-propelling. Non- 
powered locomotives may be judged in the rolling 
stock category. 


4 Rolling stock should move freely down a slight 


incline. Locomotives and rolling stock with 
fixed axles may be entered as structures. 
5 Structures include any non-vehicular construc- 


tion, railway or non-railway, built to a specific 
scale. 


i 


6 No visibly unfinished models will be accpeted. 


Any model awarded prizes in this competition in 
previous years will be ineligible for entry. 


7 Where, due to lack of entries in one or more 
comparable categories, results in non-competition, 
the judges may choose to combine categories to 
form a competition. 


8 Models are submitted at the owner's’ risk 
and although ail possible care will be taken, 
no responsibility will be accepted by the organ- 
iser, judges or AMRA. 


9 The judges’ decisions shall be final in all 
matters relating to this competition. 


10 Entries should be lodged with the organiser 
at the exhibition by 11 am on Saturday 1 October 
1989. 


11] Receipts will be issued for all entries and 

must be produced when claiming models after the 
competition. 

Glenn Watson 

Modelling Competition Organiser 1989 
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Branch News 


CLUBROOMS BREAK-INS 
It would appear that the Clubrooms at Rockdale 
have become a popular target for thieves. Once 


again the Clubrooms have been broken into and 
a number of valuable items taken. 

The thieves this time were very determined 
and managed to smash their way in through the 
back door. The iron grills and locks protecting 
the Clubroom were thought to be quite adequate, 
even by the insurance company who inspected follow- 
ing the two break-ins last year. 

This seems a suitable time to suggest that 
all modellers review the security of their own 
layout. 

HHH ee He EE eteee 


AN INTERVIEW WITH GLADYS WALKINGSHAW - 
N SCALE FAMILY REPORT 


Nothing much to say I'm afraid. I mean, 
how much can you say when there is absolutely 
no change - no change in the pace? Everyone 
is still working furiously. No tiffs, no fist- 
fights, no - oh, hang on, WHO is that little Diwees 
What's all the yelling about? So we've run out 
of track to lay the terminus of the branchline! 
What's that you say, John? Only the finest Rail- 
craft code 55 track will do? There, there, of 
course it will. And don't look like that, the 
wind might change and you'll stay like it. 

Goodness me, I never heard —- no, wait! Neil! 
You naughty boy! What's your problem now? What? 
No more short circuits in the mainline yards to 


find? Couldn't be. Why, only last week there 
were plenty! Alright, give me a moment. Down .. 
Neil! HEEL! 
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Keith! Get OUT of that plaster bowl! Eh..? 
Well, I can't help it if you've finished the wiring 
of the point motors. Go find a rusk to chew 
on or something. Honestly, anyone would think 
I hadn't sculptured enough polystyrene mountains 
for that boy. Never satisfied. And no, you 
can't paddle in the bowl.... Because I said so. 
We've already got several moulds of your shoes. 


David Robert Bennett!! How many times have 
I told you NOT to jump up and down on that layout? 
Oh, turntables, really! You're as bad as John. 
I'll box your ears if you keep drilling holes 
everywhere, I've never known anyone to be so 
fascinated with trains going into tunnels, Run 
along and play with those motors. 

No, we're a happy family really, perhaps 
just the occasional disagreement... WHY have 
I got two spare strait jackets? WHERE are Glenn 
Killham and Tony? 

Glenn Watson 
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CONSTITUTION AMENDMENT POLL RESULTS 
Membership to date - 287 


Voting for Constitution: Votes = 104 
For 90 
Against 14 
Voting for Proxies: Votes = 97 
Against 71 
For 26 
Scrutineers: Messrs Fred Green and Phillip Lee 


As of 24 May 1989, I declare the results 
of this counting is a true and proper recult of 
voting by members regarding Constitutional amend- 
ment. 

Signed: Frank R Potts 
Returning Officer 
AMRA NSW Branch 

The new Branch Constitution is to be submitted 
to the Federal COM for approval, following which 
the branch will proceed towards incorporation 
under the ‘Clubs and Associations Incorporation’ 
legislation for NSW. 
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Exhibition Report 


The October long weekend is fast approaching 
and arrangements are in hand for the annual exhi- 
bition at the E G Whitlam Recreation Centre at 
Liverpool. 

This year there will be several new layouts 
on display and, by arrangement with the Sydney 
Society of Model Engineers, a 74" gauge live steam 
railway will be operating outside the Centre, 
providing rides for the public. 

NSW members will be receiving a mailing giving 
full details of the Exhibition and providing them 
with an opportunity to volunteer their assistance. 

Volunteer workers will as usual receive free 
admission passes. Members this year will be 
able to purchase admission tickets in advance 
from the Rockdale Clubrooms. These tickets will 
cost $3.50 for adults and $1.75 for children, 
This is a saving of 50 cents on the adult tickets 
and 25 cents on a child's ticket. This will 
enable members to enter the Exhibition without 
queueing for tickets and will enable NSW Branch 
to determine income from members - such income 
not being subject to income tax. These tickets 
will not be available at the Exhibition and must 
be purchased in advance. 


Dates and Times 


Friday 29 September 10 am — 10 pm Setting up 


Saturday 30 September 9 am-—- 6 pm 
Sunday 1 October 9 am - 6 pm 
Monday 2 October 9am —- 5 pm 
The decision to open the Exhibition each 


morning at 9 am was made by the Committee to elim- 
inate confusion in the minds of the public, caused 
by different opening times each day. It was 


evident last year that many people came early 
to the Exhibition before going to other activities. 
Admission — | 
Adults $4 
School children $2 
Pensioners $2 


Admitted free 
$10 (2 adults, 2 children) 


I look forward to seeing you at the Exhibition 
and thank you in advance for your co-operation 
and assistance, 


Children under 5 years 
Family tickets 


Bob Wardrop 
Exhibition Chairman 
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Program 


AUGUST 

5 Sat Annual Dinner 
11 Fri Layout operation 
19 Sat Layout training and rolling stock check- 

ing day 

25 Fri Members' slide night 
SEPTEMBER 

2 Sat Layout operation and Extra Ordinary 

General Meeting 

8 Fri Layout operation 

16 Sat Airbrush demonstration live and video 
22 Fri» ~-Exhibition preparation 

24 Sun Live steam at John Green's 

See notice board for full details 

29 Fri Set up exhibition - Liverpool 

39 Sat Exhibition - E G Whitlam Hall, Liverpool 
OCTOBER 

1 Sun  ) Exhibition - E G Whitlam Hall, 

2 Mon) Liverpool 

7 Sat Layout operation and Exhibition 

discussion 

13. Fri Mystery night - come and find out 

21 Sat Weathering and decaling - live and video 
24 Fri Layout operation 

NOVEMBER 

4 Sat Open Day 

10 Fri Federal AGM and layout operation 

11 Sat Joint meeting — AMRA and SCMRA 

18 Sat Auction - sell some goodies, buy some 

goodies 
24 Fri Layout operation 
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Annual Dinner - Saturday 5 August 
Beef spit and various salads and sweets 
$11.50 per person, BYO 


Extra Ordinary General Meeting 


At the 1988 AGM it was resolved that the 
two succeeding Committees of Management should 
serve for a period of 15 months each, to allow 


the Branch financial year and the taxation year 
to coincide, while observing the Constitutional 
requirements for period between AGMs. 

At the 1989 AGM it was pointed out that this 
coincidence would result in the election of a 
COM which would be responsible for conducting 
our Exhibition within two months of taking office. 
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_ Accordingly, the incoming COM was instructed 
by the AGM to ‘call an Extra Ordinary General 
Meeting to resolve the timing of future AGMs'. 


Open Day - Saturday 4 November 


Members of other Clubs, Associations, or 
lone modellers invited to join us for layout oper- 
ation, gabfest, etc. 


Joint Meeting — AMRA/SCMRA - Saturday 11 November 


This meeting will be a scenery clinic 


Venue Epping Creative Centre 

Dence Park 

Stanley Road 

EPPING (behind Adones Restaurant) 
Start 2 pm 


Hall will be open from 1 pm 


Auction - Saturday 18 November 


Have a pre-Christmas clean-out of your unwant- 
ed equipment, buy your layout a Christmas present. 
Goods for sale to be booked in by 2 pm. 
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Meetings at Clubrooms, Chapel Lane, Rockdale, 
are held on - 
lst and 3rd Saturdays 
and 
2nd and 4th Fridays 


UNLESS OTHERWISE SPECIFIED, meeting times 
are as follows: 
Fridays 7.30 - 11 pm 
Saturdays 2 - 5.30 pm 
AMRA (NSW) Clubrooms telephone number is - 
59 1899 


All correspondence regarding NSW Branch mat- 
ters should be addressed as follows: 
The Secretary 
AMRA NSW Branch 
PO Box 194 
ROCKDALE NSW 2216 


Steve Chapman 
Branch Reporter 
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President's Piece 


As I start to prepare these notes for Journal, 
it is the end of May and Melbourne is still enjoy- 
ing balmy Autumn weather. Not so for our friends 
in Sydney who must be looking daily at their feet 
and ‘wondering if they will turn into flippers. 
In spite of these shortcomings, the rain has cer- 
tainly made a lot of difference to the inland 
areas. Where rain has not fallen for years, 
there is now water everywhere. Even Lake Torrens 
in South Australia which has not seen water for 
many years is now full and is still receiving 
water from Queensland. While there may be prob- 
jems in the short term, it is hoped the long term 
will mean benefits for a drought affected inland. 

At the June working bee an effort was made 
to catch up with jobs that have been deferred 
for various reasons. One of those jobs was the 
refurbishing of the kitchen. The ineffective 
food warmer was removed along with the vinyl floor 
covering and the walls and ceiling cleaned and 
repainted. A new vinyl tile floor will be put 
down and a new gas cooker and cupboards will be 
installed. Other jobs that were carried out 
were the painting of the upstairs and downstairs 
toilets, as well as the lock-up storage room in 
the Sales Section. I am extremely grateful to 
those who gave up their Sunday to help in this 
regard. 

Still on the subject of work around the place, 
I would like to make a special thank you to one 
of our hard working members. For as long as 
I have been a member, Jack Treseder has been one 
of the active workers at the Clubrooms. You 
only have to look at his achievements in the last 


Jack, along with 
played a big part in the building of 
The storage racks for the layout modules 
are Jack's work, the show cases for displaying 
models at exhibitions are Jack's work, the light 
stand and counter for the AMRA Sales Section at 
Camberwell are Jack's work, and the list goes 
on. It is most unusual for Jack to miss a 
working bee and when there is a need for people 
to help with a special job such as resurfacing 
the floor of the hall upstairs, yes, Jack is there 
with knobs on. 

It is pleasing to report that the changes 
to the rear of the Clubrooms have now been com- 
pleted by the Road Construction Authority, and 
what a good job they have done. Where there 
was once a rough dirt track, there is now a con- 
crete driveway. Our thanks for this must go 
to Jack Treseder who liaised with the RCA while 
the project was underway, and also our man in 
the Ministry who made sure our interests were 
looked after, thank you Frosty. 

Members who are frequent visitors to the 
Clubrooms will be aware that the level of lighting 
in the layout room is less than satisfactory. 
So as to rectify this situation, work will commence 
this year on progressively rewiring the building, 
the end result will be a better location of light 
switches downstairs, and a much higher level of 
illumination over the layout. Once again this 
work is being done by qualified members who are 
prepared to donate their time for the benefit 
of all members, and let's not forget that. 

For members who model the various British 
rail systems, the name Frybren Models has meant 
an importer of quality equipment from the UK. 


few years to appreciate this. 


Bob Dunn, 
Kyneton. 
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At the May meeting, Fyffe Thorpe, the man behind 
Frybren Models announced that he was retiring 
from the business side of model railways altogther. 
We hope that Fyffe will still continue to be in- 
volved in model railways, but in a more leisurely 
way. 

Once again I am asking people with some spare 
to assist with the project of completing 
the Kyneton layout, that is, the building of the 
rear half of the. layout. This will release the 
rear section of Modrail to again form the complete 
Modrail layout which will be used next year at 
Camberwell as a British layout. With two large 
layouts at next year's exhibition, our resources 
will be really extended; however, I believe we 
have enough modellers to successfully operate 
a British and an Australian layout. 

A recent news item from Broad Gauge Models 
indicates that they will be producing a model 
of the VBBY/VBBX box van in the near future. This 
van is still seen on most mainland systems and 
so will have a wide appeal. My preference would 
have been for a VLCX louvre van; however, the 
rumour has it that this van may be produced by 
Lima. I wonder if Lima has ever considered doing 
a rerun of the ELX/VOCX wagon as was originally 
produced. For serious modellers, the Australian 
National version is next to useless, the only 
good thing that can be done with it now is to 
cut out the offending doors so as to represent 


time 


the AKHX wagons. used in the transport of slab- 


steel from Whyalla. 


As I have mentioned before, it's time to 
get those cameras out again. This time it's 
the demise of the non-standard passenger 
The air conditioned E cars may be around for a 
little while yet; however, the K cars (ex SAR) 
are to go very shortly. The same applies to 
the DERMs (Diesel Electrical Rail Motors), although 
a couple will be held on standby. All four-wheel 
freight stock will be phased out by the end of 
this year; in addition, some older bogie stock 
will be withdrawn. These will include the VLAY, 
VLBY louvre vans, as well as some of the VBBY 
and VLCX box/louvre vans. Other elderly wagons 
to disappear are the wooden QR/VOWA open wagon 
and the QN/VZWA low sided ballast wagon. 

I was interested to read an article in the 
June issue of V/Line News by the Minister for 
Transport on the proposed Very Fast Train (VFT) 
and the likely affect on the future of V/Line. 
While most of the article spoke on the VFT, there 
was a reference to ‘long term projects such as 


FFT (Fast Freight Train) and upgrading the standard 
gauge line to Adelaide’. Now as most people 


know, the present line to Adelaide is 1.6 metre 
gauge; however, Australian National has put for- 
ward another proposal (this must be Mk 3) for 
conversion, this time avoiding the Adelaide Hills 
and cuting 24 hours off the journey. Was the 
Minister referring to this or did he mean the 
SG to Sydney. Another comment noted was 'the 


possibility of Australian National taking over 
inter-system freipht does not unduly worry the 
Victorian Government. There are good arguments 
for freipht being an interstate business operated 
by a_ national body, rather than by state bodies’. 
Perhaps I was premature with my prediction of 
1990,but it's certainly not that far away. 

With regard to the future of V/Line, there 
is an excellent article in the May 89 issue of 
Newsrail, and I hope to obtain permission from 
the ARHS (Victorian Division) to have the article 
reproduced in Journal. 

In another article in the same issue of News-— 
rail, mention was made of the relocation of Joli- 
mont workshops to Newport. Ir this was to take 
place, it would mean demolition of part of old 


Cars. * 


Newport workshops built in the 1880s. Apparently 
this is causing heartburn with the National Trust 
as they have nominated this part of the workshops 
for inclusion in the Historic Buildings Register. 
A recent study has found the workshop to be of 
world significance as it is one of the biggest 
and most intact examples of its kind. The study 
also recommends the protection of more than 100 
items of equipment still on the premises. In 
addition, it describes the Newport workshops as 
being better than any known surviving 19th century 
workshops in the US and possibly Great Britain. 
While all this may be great for the historians, 
the people in the industry are not impressed, 
as it again reinforces the view held by a lot 
of the public that the railways are in fact an 
operating museum. The comment from the Transport 
Ministry is that no decision has yet been made 
on the future of the site. | Further, a decision 
on whether to move Jolimont workshops to Newport 
or North Melbourne is still to go before Cabinet. 
Noted recently in The Age newspaper was an 
article’ titled ‘Decaying Infrastructure Prompts 
Warnings’. The article had nothing to do with 
dental problems, but was in fact referring to 
decaying bridges, roads, irrigation and domestic 
water reticulation systems, sewers, buildings 
and electricity supplies. The article talked 
of ‘'decay' in Australia today being at a critical 
point (decay must be the new buzz word), and if 
nothing is done soon, we could end up like some 
African countries. The article gave detailed 
costs (in millions) of what is needed to be done 
to rectify the problem. I was quite intrigued 


.to find no mention of railways at all until the 


very last paragraph where it said the Granville 
train disaster happened because of the poor con- 
dition of the track due to the ‘failure to detect 
and remedy defects in the line’. I gained the 
impression that the author had not spoken to any 
railway authority, and had thrown that item in 
just to finish off the story. 

Next item is titled 'Red Faces in The Met’. 
Did you hear the one about The Met accidently 
routing the up Bairnsdale country passenger train 
through the Underground Loop to Spencer Street 
Station. The V/Line train was powered by a turbo- 
charged A class, a rather noisy loco at any time, 
but in the confines of the Underground it must 
have been most impressive. 

V/Line is presently building some three-pack 
wagons for container traffic. The initial batch 
of wagons (VQAW class) should be in traffic by 
the time you read these notes. The AN five-—pack 
was deemed to be unsuitable for the Adelaide—Mel- 
bourne-Sydney-Brisbane corridor. 

For viewers of Melbourne television, there 
is a segment in a certain channel's news program 
titled "Mal's Melbourne”. Recently there was 
a piece about a certain manager from the National 
Australia Bank. And what he does in his spare? 
Would you believe he has this large model railway. 
in his garage and each Wednesday night all his 
friends come along and operate this model railway 
to a timetable, just like the real thing. It 
just goes to show that some bank managers can 
be people too. Of course, we are talking about 
our own Stewart Westerman, and for the benefit 
of those who did not see the piece, Arthur Jenkin- 
son brought a video to the meeting for all to 
see, including a head-on between two passenger 
trains. What's your excuse for that Stewart, 
television nerves, hmmmm! 

DON'T FORGET TO RENEW YOUR SUBSCRIPTIONS 


THIS YEAR. 


Geoff Brown 
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Annual General Meeting 


Notice is hereby given that the 26th Annual General 
Meeting of the Branch will be held at the Clubrooms, 
92 Wills Street, Glen Iris on Thursday, 14th 
September, 1989 at 8.00p.m. 


Ordinary Business 
1. To receive apologies. 


Z. To confirm the minutes of the 25th Annual 
General Meeting. 


> To receive reports from the Committee upon 
the transactions of the Branch during the last 
preceding financial year. 


4. To elect officers of the Branch and the 
ordinary members of the Committee; and 


O To receive and consider the Financial 
Statements submitted by the Branch in 
accordance with section 30(3) of the 


Associations Incorporations Act 1981. 


Nomination for officers of the Branch and members of 
the Committee must be delivered to the secretary by 
6.00p.m. on Thursday, 24th August, 1989. 


John J Harry 
Secretary 


HHH HERE HRHHE HHH HH 


Library Notes. 


The Professional Approach to Model Railways is 


a good way to open an article if you want to up- 
stage any critics. Actually, it's the title 
of a book by John Wylie. A good, solid hard- 
bound book, lavishly illustrated, it describes 
well-tried English methods - at least, the examples 
are English, as is the absence of hype, but the 
techniques can be universal. Obviously, the 
whole game can't be described in less than 200 
pages, but this is a fair attempt. Recommended, 
I should say, for the modeller who has already 
got his hands dirty, has met some of the problems 
and is looking for wider horizons. 

Still on modelling, we have received from 
a deceased estate, two of Cassell's 1950s publi- 
cations, both by Ernest A Steel. Model Electric 
Railway Construction is about modelling electric 
railways, not electrically modelling railways, 
if you see what I mean. As far as I know, we 
have no one in the Branch with this interest, 
but I bet there will be at some time. The other 
is in fact a revision of Henry Greenly's Model 
Steam Locomotive Designs and Specifications. 
Certainly there will be some interested in live 
steam. For them, here are the details to allow 
them to build those lovely little monsters. 

Railways of Australia Year Book and Personnel 
Directory, 1989 is a useful summary of the last 
year. Did you know that V/Line carried nearly 
5.5 million passengers - or that SRA of NSW had 
its busiest-ever day, the Bicentennial Australia 
Day, with 2 225 000 passengers! 


For that same Bicentennial (what  other?), 
the SRA commissioned a history, now published 
under the title With Iron Rails by University 
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of NSW. Press. Lavishly produced, each chapter 
is a page of prose, then 15 - 20 of photos, well 
chosen and well produced. Incidentally, it has 
the longest dust-jacket I have ever seen - over 
a metre! 

The Adelaide suburban system is suddenly 
under scrutiny, with another history, this time 
of the Port Adelaide Railway under the title of 
Rails Through Swamp and Sand by Malcolm Thompson, 
published as their first production by the newly 
opened Port Dock Station Railway Museum. A nice 
A4 production, with a quite considerable coloured 
section. We wish them well. 

To the other side of the world with P B White- 
house and his Narrow Gauge Album. Lines in Eng- 
land, Scotland, the Isle of Man, Wales (of course) 
and Ireland are covered, including the Listowel 
and Ballybunion monorail (what could be narrower?) 
all in an easy style and with plenty of pictures. 
Not a new book by any means, but then neither 
are many of the lines we model. 

A new publishing name to me is PR Books, 
who have produced a new edition of Samuel Brimson's 
The Tramways of Australia, a quite considerable 
hard-bound history at a surprisingly low price. 
Hundreds and hundreds of photos, horse-drawn, 
cable, electric, right up to our 23 cars. The 
approach is city-by-city, the emphasis is on his- 
toric photos, naturally, and of them there must 
be hundreds. Quite fascinating. 

Still on trams, this time The Melbourne Cable 
Trams, 1885-1940, by Jack Cranston, with an intro- 
duction by John Keating on whose Mind the Curve 
this new title must have drawn heavily. Well- 
produced, pleasantly laid out and both the expo- 
sition and the photographs are good and clear. 
Our tramway enthusiasts should be well pleased. 

Brian Southwell 
Librarian 
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' Branch News 
MAY MEETING 


The ARHS film group showed Twilight of Steam 
and 90% Men, History of VR. Thanks to the film 
group for their participation. 


Competition Results 


Photographic - Mixed Gauge Trackwork 
Slide - P Jenkinson — Didcott, UK 90 points 
Print - S Westerman - Gladstone, SA 90 points 


Model - Open Standard Categories 
H Croft - Water Tank, Erica 


HEKKE 


66 points 
HHHHK 
JUNE MEETING 


Was the Annual Action night at which a Triang/ 
Hornby Saddle Tank Loco went for $26. 


Competition Results 


Photographic - Model Train on a Trestle 
Slide - none submitted 


Print - O Ely - home layout 95 points 
Model - Australian or other kit 
P England — GWR Shunters Truck 85 points 


HHH HHH 


WORKING BEE 


Held on 4 June at which a start was made 
on internal Clubroom painting. Those attending 
were J Treseder, A Johnson, J Kerr, S Wsterman, 
G Brown, R Marsden, R Polestena, R Lloyd, B South- 
well, G Nitz and J Davidson. - 
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Thanks to these members for their efforts. 

Further working bees are to be held on Satur- 
day and Sunday 5 and 6 August at which further 
internal painting, as well as a general internal/ 
external clean up prior to our Mini Exhibition 
is planned. 

The Saturday morning bee is a trial situation 
to enable those members who cannot attend on Sunday 
mornings. 


KEKE 


TIMETABLE OPERATIONS 


An Australian prototype operating day was 
held on Sunday 7 May, with 21 members attending. 
Stock, etc, was supplied by A McKenna, A Johnson, 
R Lloyd and J McClure. 

A USA prototype operating day was held on 
Sunday 4 June, with 19 members in attendance. 
Stock, etc, was supplied by G Nitz, J McClure, 
R Bogie, A McKenna, M Martin, D Marsden, R Marsden. 

A check on the numbers attending these oper- 
ating days for the six-month period ending December 
1988 show that the average attendance was 14 per- 
sons, but over the last six months ending June 
1989, the average has increased to 19 persons. 


HERE 
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MINI EXHIBITION 


To be held on last weekend in August 1989. 
Organiser is G Stockfeld who is desirous of hearing 
from members who could help man the event. 


HEKHKE HHHHH 


WEEKDAY OPERATING 


Held the first and third Mondays of tue month 
between 9.30 am and 3.30 pm. The morning period 
is giver over to working bee, while the afternoon 
period is for operating. This being an excellent 
opportunity for learning and getting experience 
on operating the layout. Refer to Jack Treseder 
for information. 


KHEHKE KEKE 


LAYOUT VISITS 


On Saturday afternoon 17 June, 33 members 
in five groups, toured around the eastern suburbs 
of Melbourne visiting private layouts. The lay- 
outs visited were as follows: 

1 Triang/Hornby Vintage Railways at North Croy- 
don. This group has 20 off 1800 mm length mod- 
ules, eight of which were in operation during 
our visit. The group collects early Triang and 
Hornby locomotives and rolling stock, as _ well 
as running prototypical model trains. The modules 
are all 00 scale with some of them also incorpor- 
ating an HO/N2 narrow gauge system. The group 
has running evenings every Wednesday, 7-11 pm, 
at which visitors are welcome. Contact Alber 
Van De Kuyt on 726 0655 to arrange visit. | 
2 GC and CD Railway at Ringwood. This group 
operates UK O00 scale LHS, LNER, GWR and SR, and 
is a fixed layout consisting of four stations 
and yards. Visitors are welcome to their Wednes- 
day evening running sessions. Contact Greg Atrill 
on 876 2507 to arrange a visit. 

3 O scale layout of Barry George of Glen Waver- 
ley. This GWR layout uses CCW Bullhead size 
124 rail with white metal chairs and incorporates 
Railway Model Craftsman SWAC/SWAT control, which 
gives very smooth running and shunting of the 
locos. Intending visitors, contact Barry George 
on 560 5296. 

4 A USA HO scale layout of Owen Ely at Glen 
Waverley. This layout was commenced in 1983 
and opened for traffic in 1986. Presently super- 
detailing, scratchbuilding, kit bashing and scenery 


take precedence over train running. 


5 A USA HO scale layout by John Kerr of Mt 
Waverley. An interesting, well constructed, 
detailed and scened layout. Rivassoi steam loco- 
motives and coaches, Atlas diesel locomotives 
and Athearn freight rolling stock, together with 
excellent laid trackwork, etc, gives very smooth 
running. Intending visitors, contact John Kerr 
on 544 4696. 

Thanks to the above groups and people, as 
well as to the organiser, S Westerman, for a very 
enjoyable afternoon visiting the above layouts. 
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Program 


AUGUST 
5 Sat Working bee - 9 am to noon 
5 Sat Junior Modellers - your equipment - 
10 am to 3 pm 
6 Sun Working bee - 9 am to noon 
6 Sun Timetable Operation - Australian proto- 
type - 1.30 - 5 pm 
7 Mon Weekday working bee and operating - 
your equipment - 9,30 am - 3.30 pm 
10 Thur Social Meeting - 8 pm 
Slides - Flash your six best 
Model - Australian or other kits 
Photo - Ganger's trolley 
21 Mon Weekday working bee and operating - 
your equipment - 9.30 am - 3.30 pm 
26 Sat Mini Exhibition - 10 am - 5 pm 
27 ~=Sun ) 
NOTE: No running day in August 
SEPTEMBER 
2 Sat Junior Modellers - your equipment - 
10 am - 3 pm 
3 Sun Timetable Operation - USA prototype - 
1.30 - 5 pm 
4 Mon Weekday working bee and operating - 
your equipment - 9.30 am -— 3.30 pm 
14 Thur Annual General Meeting - Election 
of COM - 8 pm 
No competitions 
18 Mon Weekday working bee and operating - 
your equipment - 9.30 am - 3.30 pm 
24 Sun Running day — your equipment - 
1.30 - 5 pm 
OCTOBER 
1 Sun Timetable Operation — UK prototype - 
1.30 - 5 pm 
2 Mon Weekday working bee and operating - 
your equipment - 9.30 am - 3.30 pm 
12 Thur Social Meeting - 8 pm - Videos 
Model - open standard categories 
Photo — station building 
15 = Sun Observation run - 10 am from Clubrooms 
BYO BBQ , 
16 Mon Weekday working bee and operating - 
your equipment - 9.30 am - 3.30 pm 
29. Sun Running day - your equipment - 


1.30 - 5 pm 
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From the President 


WELL DONE EVERYONE. During the Exhibition, 
many members of the public commented on the high 
Standards of modelling on display and the pro- 
fessionalism of those manning the various exhibits, 
be they operating layouts or static displays. 


CONGRATULATIONS to John Humphrey for taking 
out both the Bill Gardner Cup for the Best Model 
of a Railway and the AMRA Trophy for the Best 
Presented Stand on his first time of exhibiting. 

CONGRATULATIONS to the Fremantle and Districts 
Model Railway Association for winning the affection 
of the attending public with their 'Nonsuch' layout 
and thus winning the AMC Trophy for the Most Pop- 
ular Exhibit. 

‘Thank you' to everyone who participated 
in the Exhibition, for all the time and effort 
that you gave so willingly. i 
Ted Thoday 


HKRKREH 


From the A.G.M. 


Unfortunately, it was not possible to attract 
the necessary number of “nembers to constitute 
the required quorum when the required 30 minutes 
had elapsed after the time called for the 1989 
Annual General Meeting. Only 40 members attended, 
and the quorum requirement of 20% of financial 
members required there to be 43 present. The 
President, therefore, had no option than to adjourn 
the meeting to a fortnight later as required by 
Clause 13 of the Branch Constitution. 


At the second attempt on 15 May, some 34 
members attended, constituting a quorum under 
the abovementioned Clause 13, and the 1989 Annual 
General Meeting was able to start. 

The President's Report and the Financial 
Report for 1988/89 were presented and adopted. 
Copies of these reports are provided for members 
of the branch as Supplements contained within 
this issue of The Branchline. 


HKHHK KRAHE HHEHH 


Only one nomination had been received prior 
to the meeting for each of the positions of Presi- 
dent, Vice President and Treasurer, and so no 
elections were necessary in these cases. For 
the position of Secretary, Craig Hartmann having 
decided not to stand again due to career pressures, 
no nominations had been received prior to the 
meeting, but Bob Nelson gallantly volunteered, 
from the floor of the meeting to do the job. 
He was quickly proposed and seconded by ‘his 
friends', none of whom followed his example! 
Again no election was necessary. For the Commit- 
tee, five 'good men and true’ had been nominated 
in writing prior to the meeting and, surprise, 
surprise, once again no election was necessary. 
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Thus, your Management Committee for 1989/90 

is as follows: 
President Ted Thoday 457 4256 
Vice President Simon Mead 276 8745 
Secretary Bob Nelson 364 4417 
Treasurer Alan Porter 330 1848 
Commit teemen Jim Hidden 307 3993 
Barry Keens 276 1648 
John Martin 447 5490 
Garry Pilmoor. 279 1689 
Roger Solly 444 7812 


‘Portfolios’ have yet to be formally assigned, 
but it seems that Barry Keens will be continuing 
as Librarian, and, while it lasts, New Clubrooms 
Project Manager, Simon Mead as Layouts Manager 
and Alan Porter as Editor/Publisher of The Branch- 
line. More news on this in due course. 

The two items of special general business 
were then considered. 

The proposal to reduce the quorum requirement 
for Annual and Extra-ordinary General Meetings 
from 20% to 15% of Branch membership was readily 
adopted, no-one having any real objection to the 
idea in view of the difficulty in having a quorum 
for the proclaimed date and time for the 1989 
Annual General Meeting. 

The proposal to allow a Branch membership 
levy (subject to its being constitutionally accept- 
able) to be decided at each AGM was debated at 
length and various difficulties in its implement- 
ation were predicted by some speakers. The prop- 
osal was defeated when voted upon, although there 
was a dominance of postal votes in favour of the 
proposal. However, these were insufficient to 
offset the 'Noes' attending the AGM. 

Following the defeat of this proposal, a 
motion was agreed that the incoming Management 
Committee should look at ‘ways and means' of gain- 
ing some income directly from members which does 
not conflict with the Constitution of the Assoc-— 
jation and may make WA Branch members ‘cherish’ 
their membership of the Branch. 

A general discussion followed on the forward 
financial prospects of the Branch and how it will 
require careful management of expenditure’ for 
the next couple of years until the reserves can 
again be built up. An analysis of costs of pub- 
lishing The Branch was made available. 


HHH HE IE eH 
New Clubrooms 
A full report on the progress of the new. 


Clubrooms project was presented to the AGM in 
May. In brief, it said as follows: 

i The brickwork is completed. 

2 Some cleaning of the interior of the building 
has been done, but there is still some more to 
be done (removing building debris, stacking surplus 
bricks, etc, as well as cleaning of brickwork 


Page 114 No 191 


AMRA Journal 


with ‘spirits of salts' - hydrochloric 

Also the outside of the building should be cleaned 

with acid and the general debris removed from 

around the site. 

3 We still do not have a roof on the building 

because - 

a a shortage of funds (the promised capital 
grant from the Department for Sport and Recre- 
ation has been ‘coming! since early April, 
When full details of expenditure incurred 
to that point were supplied. This grant 
had been expected about three weeks after 
application was made for it.); 


b a shortage of steel products in WA; 


c a shortage of time (mine) to organise it. 
As a result of the Model Railway Exhibition, 
we now have some more funds (although we don't 
yet have the promised and committed Capital Grant), 
we MAY (?) be able to get steel roofing materials, 
I have some time and we need a contractor to do 
the work. | 
Completion date (or even, a date when we 
can lock the building up and so store some of 
our gear in it) is at present not possible to 
forecast, but it is hoped it will be in the next 
three to four months. 
This report is short to save me time. 
Barry Keens 
Project Manager 
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Editor's Scrap Box 


While running around the various hob! y shops 
in Perth a few days after the Model Railway Exhi- 
bition to recover the various Signs and posters 
that they had been displaying and to thank them 
for their support, I noticed that many, if not 
all, had the latest (June) issue of Railway Model- 
ler on their shelves. Normally, it is a couple 
of months after publication before the ‘shop 
copies' of this magazine arrive here - indeed 
the next latest issue that they had was March 
1989, the April and May 1989 issues not yet having 
arrived. This ‘quantum jump' is the result of 
the new proprietor of Australian Model Craft (AMC), 
Bill Sylvester (formerly the Marklin and Faller 
distributor in Australia) deciding to bring this 
monthly magazine into Australia by some form of 
air transport rather than relying, as had Bill 
Gardner when he ran AMC, on surface transportation, 
which now seems to be a bit slower than in the 
days of sail! It seems therefore that there 
will be little gain now to have a postal subscrip- 
tion for this magazine direct from Peco, as the 
"shop copies' will be getting here about the same 
time as the subscription copies which are surface/ 


air lifted from Britain. The accelerated ‘shop 
copies' will be a littler dearer, however, than 
the old surface delivered ones and there will 
be a slight advantage cost-wise for those who 


continue their subscriptions with Peco. 

I received a letter recently from Ken O'Shea 
who has returned to the UK to live permanently. 
He has settled pro tem in Audenshaw, a '‘suburb' 
of Greater Manchester, about 6 km east of the 
city centre. Ken had joined the Manchester Model 
Railway Society (he says he did this because it's 
the. biggest in the North West - of England) and 
has sent us a copy of the 600th issue of the NMRS 
monthly publication 'Link'. We have some earlier 
issues of Link in the Library (from a donation) 
and this will be a welcome addition. It's 32 
pages in all and among the letters to the editor 
was one from Alan Wright, commenting on 'slow 
running’. 
be shared around. 


acid);* 


“Class .2 Mogul. 


I thought what he had to say should . 


A large number of layouts seen at exhibitions 
today feature the 'slow running syndrome’. Whether 
this is caused by the young operators never having 
seen true railway operation when steam was the 
thing, I do not know. At our own MMRS exhibition, 
one very nicely modelled N scale layout that I 
stopped to look at had a short passenger train 
running in to a branch terminus behind an LMS 
The speed at which the train 
approached the platform ends, let alone the plat- 
form, was such that passengers could have got 
out and, proceeding at a slow march, arrived at 
the station before the train! To me it was ob- 
vious that the operator was keener on_ showing 


how slowly his loco would go than thinking about 


the passengers who wanted to get from A to B in 
the shortest time, the reason they took the train. 

My recollection of steam operated branches 
was that the sooner the train arrived, i.e. at 
the timetabled hour, and the locomotive was run 
around its train, the longer the crew had to read 
the racing pages of any newspaper they happened 
to find left behind in the coaches, put their 
feet up and get their Woodbines out. Railwaymen 
were human beings and liked to do their job so 
that they could take things easy whevever possible, 
just the same as any other worker. 

If they were working a ‘pick up' freight 
along the main line, stopping at most wayside 
Stations to drop off and/or pick up wagons, they 
used to make their trains rattle along the main 
line from one station to another so that they 
would not be put ‘inside a loop’ to let a string 
of main line trains pass them. The train crew 
would be on ‘bonus’ and the sooner they got the 
trip worked and returned to their depot, the more 
money they earned, as well as a shorter day. 

This was particularly true in an area where 
there was an intensive suburban service or on 
a stretch of line where the main line trains could 
gallop. 

Do not forget that practically no locomotives 
were fitted with speedometers and trying to judge 
25 mph on a machine that was moving in all direc- 
tions at once, amidst clouds of ‘smoke and steam, 
and creating a high level of noise, was no easy 
matter. 

When it came to shunting in a big yard, the 
shunters and the loco men showed respect for only 
three commodities - stock, explosives and red 
solebarred wagons. This latter marking indicated 
petrol or other extremely volatile liquids. 
In breaking and reforming a main line train, these 
commodities were carefully put into the designated 
roads then all hell let loose as the rest of the 
train was shunted into the sidings. None of 
this gently pushing wagons along until they nudged 
the buffers of other wagons in the sidings and 
then the shunter uncoupling them, What! The 
shunter would have to walk miles further than 
he need and run the risk of stumbling over sleeper 
ends, rails or point levers. | 


What used to happen was that, as the shunting 
locomotive pushed the train towards the sidings, 
the shunter would run alongside, uncouple_ the 
wagons, and then signal the driver to open his 
regulator and give them a mighty push. Often, 
if there were wagons already standing in the siding 
the last one went over the top of the buffer stops 
and the last but one overran his buffers when 
the loose wagons hit them. This became a _ job 
for the breakdown gang, the following Sunday, 
to sort out. It was good fun to watch a sheeted 
open wagon, with a pond of rainwater in the hollow 
of the sheet, being shunted; every time the loco 
stopped suddenly by means of the steam brake or 
being back-scuttled, the water shot over the end 
of the wagon. . Similarly, many a box van has 
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had its .frame loosened in such a manner. It 
was surprising to see just how far the body would 
‘parallelogram’ compared with the underframe. 

With so many videos now in existence featuring 
archive film, especially those of Ivo Peters, 
there should be no excuse for the continuation 
of the syndrome. 


I've had a look at several archive film videos 
showing shunting of wagons in both small and large 
yards and it seems to me that generally the locos 
moved around at between 1/3 and 2/3 of a driving 
wheel revolution per second. The driving wheel 
diameters varied from 3'9" to 5'7" in the examples 
I studied and, remembering my school arithmetic 
formulae, I calculate the forward velocity of 
the locomotives to be in the range of 95" to 120" 
per second. In 4 mm scale modelling, this corres- 
ponds to 14" to 14" per second, and in 7 mm scale 
modelling to between 2" and 3" per second. Now, 
how many of you are shunting your wagons THAT 
FAST? 

I haven't any items for the ‘Shop Talk' column 
this issue. If any of the hobby shop owners 
or managers want to let our members know what's 
new in their stock, we're pleased to print it 
FREE. Go for it! ‘ 
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Book Reviews 


The 4 mm Engine - A Scratchbuilder's Guide 
by R Guy Williams 


Wild Swan Publications 112 pp 275 mm x 215 mm 
ISBN 0 906867 70 3 1.95 


The title sums up what this book is ail about. 
Guy Williams is a long standing modeller of ex- 
quisite locomotives and rolling stock. He is 
responsible for many of the items appearing at 
Pendom Museum. As the author uses the locomotives 
from Pendon as illustrations, nearly all are of 
GWR prototypes. However, the techniques used 
are applicable to all small scale locomotive con- 
struction, regardless of country or company of 
origin. The reader is taken through what is 
required to produce a_=scratchbuilt locomotive, 
from research, through materials, tools, workshop 
equipment, etc, to the final result. The con- 
struction of a small tank locomotive is followed 
by two GWR 'Hall' Class 4-6-Os built in parallel, 
one of 18.83 mm gauge and one of 18.2 mm gauge. 
The book is a mass of prototype photographs, many 
showing hard to get at details. 
An inspiration to all who model railways, 
whether they aspire to Pendon standards or not 
BET 


KKH 


Plastic Structure Kits - Making the Most of Will's 
Kits 


HEKKE 


by Iain Rice 


Wild Swan Publications 275 mm x 215 mm 
ISBN 0 906867 71 1 £5.95 


As lain Rice admits to being associated with 
the Wills organisation for almost 20 years, one 
could be forgiven for expecting this book to be 
a ‘sales plug' for Wills products - it is far 
more than that. It is a step-by-step guide to 
producing realistic buildings and other structures 
and makes the reader want to start a few variations 
of his own to suit the company and period of the 
individual layout. 

The clear drawings and sketches, supported 
by many photographs, show which parts to use and 
illustrate the various styles used by builders 


76 pp 


from around the country. Putting together a 
simple structure kit is relatively easy, customis- 
ing it by the addition of other parts or kits 
is more difficult. Be inspired by this book! 

BET 


(Copies of these two books are on order for dona- 
tion to the Branch Library) 
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Signalman's Nightmare 
by Adrian Vaughan 


John Murray Publishers (and by arrangement, Book 
Club Associates) 
ISBN O 7195 4285 5 164 pp 230 mm x 145 mm 


Book Three of the author's trilogy. ib 3 
you've never been in an operating signal box or 
pulled a lever, this book will make you wish you 
had. You will also feel the effects of modernis- 
ation, nationalisation and the bureaucratic antics 


which affected the outlook of a man dedicated 
to his profession. Adrain Vaughan recalls his 
triumphs and failures, his pleasures and pain 
and also expresses the feelings of others who 


did not put pen to paper, but who had a _ story 
to tell of the railway that they loved. Drivers, 
firemen, guards, permanent way staff, other signal- 
men and station staff, all are mentioned and are 
reliance that each placed on the others comes 
through in the narrative. Join this world while 
you have a chance, if you can accept that it is 
rapidly becoming history. If you were part of 
this history, take a nostalgic trip and feel the 
author's emotion. 


BGK 


(Book kindly loaned for this review by Alan Porter) 
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Exhibition Report 


It's only just over a week since the 1989 
Model Railway Exhibition and the dust is still 
settling! Ted has said what I wanted to say - 
thanks to everyone who assisted me with the running 
of this Exhibition. There's too many to mention 
individually and if I listed them anyway, I'd 
probably miss someone out! It was our best Exhi- 
bition ever from a 'technical' point of view - 

well balanced and good variety of operating model 
railways, 
set-up and, for the social gathering for the exhi- 
bition participants, a good homely venue. As 
far as numbers attending, it was about an ‘average’ 
exhibition, being just a couple of hundred above 
the average of all the three-day exhibitions that 
we have held in the past. Therefore, our finan- 
cial expectations from this exhibition are just 
about ‘on target’, as all the planning was based 
on attracting an ‘average’ crowd. 

The results of the popular voting for the 
award of the AMC Trophy and the deliberations 
of the judges for the award of the Bill Gardner 
Cup are given. 

I have not included the Judge's scoring for 
the award of the AMRA Trophy for the Best Presented 
Stand (as he wants to live a little longer!), 
but I am able to say that the judging procedure 
took into account the following: 

General appearance, with special 
on curtaining, proscenium arch effect, 
of external carpentry, etc. 


emphasis 
standard 


Provision of information about the exhibit, 


both of the model and of the prototype it may 
represent, adjudged both in respect of the quality 
and the quantity of information presented and 
the 'professionalism' of its presentation. 


a good well lit hall, a good catering ~ 
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Lighting and its effectiveness. As Ted has revealed, John Humphrey was awarded 
Operator appearance and demeanour, including the AMRA Trophy for his very neat, well lit and 
uniformity if several. informative exhibit. The Railwest Modular Group's 
. Presence and dynamism of any ‘front of house’ exhibit of four WA stations was a very close second 
person on exhibit. runner. 
‘ Evidence of ‘paraphernalia’ on, behind, be- James R Hidden 
neath and around exhibit. 
STAND EXHIBITOR PUBLIC VOTING BILL GARDNER CUP 
NO MOST POPULAR EXHIBIT BEST MODEL OF A RALLWAY 
Votes Placing Votes Placing 
] Tylwyth-Rhiannon (John White) 62 343 4th 
2 Perth Hobby Centre 4 
3 Helston (Paul Worsnop) ll 350 3rd 
4 Benchley (John Martin) 36 303 5th 
5 Perth Electric Tramway Society 6 
6 Arveena Creek (Brent and Peta Luscombe) 21 181 
7 Deepedale (Paul Kehoe) 25 290 
8 Mackstamps/Derrick Enterprises 4 
9 Nonsuch (Freemantle and Districts Model 
Railway Association Inc) 420.58 lst 268 
10 Australian Railway Historical Society 
(WA Division) 2 
11 Koolabah Creek (Alan Andrews) 77.5 236 
12 West Australian Light Railway 
Preservation Association - 
13 Two Rivers (Alan Penstone) 128.5 5th 208 
14 Refreshment, Rest and Education A:ea 11 
15 Garden Railway Group 180.25 3rd 180 
16 Railwest Modular Group 324.83 2nd 386 2nd 
17 Hilton Valley Railway (Andrew Morling) 165.5 4th 260 
18 West-N-—Trak 101.58 291 
19 Hobbycraft 4 
20 AMRA Raffle Z 
21 Richard Smart 8 
22 The EM Gauge Society and friends - 
continuous demonstrations of modelling 
techniques 3 
3 AMRA Advice Centre 2 
24 PACE Products and Thomas the Tank Engine 114 
25 AMRA Magazine Sales 5 
26 Station House is. 
27 Cockatoo (John Humphrey) 10,25 394 Ist 
28 Hotham Valley Tourist Railway - 
29 Castledare Miniature Railways of WA and 
Jack Stanbridge and friends 6 
30 Stanbridge's Hobbies 12.5 
Note: Decimal fractions of a vote are the result of the redistribution of 30 votes where more than 
one stand was claimed to be the best exhibit. In these cases, the various votes were divided 


equally, e.g. where three stands were nominated, each of them was awarded 0.33 votes. 


The judges were B G Keens, A Gray, A du Heaume, V Falconer and D Henderson. 


Three structure entries in the September 1988 Queensland Branch Modelling contest. 
Photo: Steve Malone 


Of interest to Sn34 modellers are these two imports from 'Railmaster Exports' of New Zealand, They 
are a South African Class 34 GE U26C and a Queensland 1620 Class English Electric. They come in kit 
form and are available from K % R Trains in Brisbane. 
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'Railmaster Exports’ latest Sn34 kits 
South African Class 34 GE U26C 
Body $US115 


Journal 


Queensland 1620 Class English Electric Available from - 
Body $US115 
W/Customer Chassis $US195 W/Custom Chassis $US195 
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W/Athearn Chassis $US155 K&R Trains 

Shop 58 

Kippa-Ring Village 
BRISBANE Qld 4020 
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Ted Thoday 
Encouragement Award 


submitted for assessment 
held on Saturday 22 April. 
coach constructed from a Comet 
engine shed constructed from 


Six models were 
when this event was 
They consisted of a 
Models kit, a small 
an Airfix (Dapol) kit, a signal gantry constructed 
from a montage of Playcraft and Airfix kit parts 
and styrene rod and strip, two proprietary wagons 
superdetailed with ‘proper’ brake gear and a wagon 
made up from a variety of items from the immediate 
post WW2 years of the hobby and some styrene sheet. 

The assessors decided that the Encouragement 
Award should go to Chris Gorring for his efforts 
with the Comet Models coach kit under some quite 
difficult modelling conditions in Fiji. Matthew 
Wellinger (aged 10) was commended for his first 
attempt on a plastic kit. 

Each modeller has been given a copy of the 
assessor's comments and suggestions which should 
be of assistance to them in improving their model- 
ling techniques and standards. 


If you did not have your model ready for 
assessment this time, the event will be repeated 
in April 1990 (and will become an annual event), 
so make a start now! 
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Library Report 


We do not have many magazines for sale now, 
as most of these were sold at the Model Railway 
Exhibition. We have had some new books added 
to the Library (in particular an almost complete 
set of the 'PSL Complete Guide to Model Railways’ 
by Michael Andress, published by Patrick Stephens 


Limited, donated by Alan Porter) and these will 
appear on the shelves in due course, as well as 
being listed in a forthcoming Book Listing as 
a Supplement to The Branchline. A notable add- 
ition will be 'The International Railway Gazette’, 
kindly donated by Chuck Taylor before he went 
over East. 

While we are preparing to move into our new 
Clubrooms in the next few months, there will be 
times that THE LIBRARY IS CLOSED so that we can 
prepare for the move. Please accept this fact 
in the knowledge that returns of borrowed items 
will be accepted and that the Library will be 
open for at least PART of each meeting. 

The storage box situation is again nearing 
crisis point, but I am sure that more will appear 
'as if by magic’. 

Barry Keens 
Librarian 


HHH HF HHH KHHKKKE KEKKE 


Layout Reports 
Haltwhistle (00 scale layout) 


Some work was done on the layout in April 
and May (repair of point motors, scenery and track) 
when it was anticipated that the layout would 
feature in this year's Model Railway Exhibition, 
However, when it became obvious that the available 
space at the Exhibition was again 'limited', the 
Management Committee decided that the layout would 
not be entered (whether ‘Australianised' or not!), 
and so, further work was deferred, all spare effort 
being required to prepare the other Club items 
(barricading, signs, display boards, etc) for 
the Exhibition. 

The layout is available for members to run 
their own equipment at any General Activities 
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meeting (until it's dismantled for removal to 21 Mon General Club Activities 


the new Clubrooms) or to operate the Club's equip- 
ment. However, it you use the Club's gear, PLEASE 
put it back in the storage boxes after use, rather 
than leaving it laying around all over the place! 


HHH HHH 


Colorado Pacific Railroad 


This layout has been dismantled and stacked 
against the wall in its room at the Meltham station 
Clubrooms to give some working space for the pack- 
ing and storing of the many, many items of Club 
equipment that will have to be moved at the appro- 
priate time to the new Clubrooms. 


(N scale layout) 


HHKKH 


Shopping Centre Displays 


It has been suggested at the Management Com- 
mittee that the Branch should adopt a higher pro- 
file and ‘market’ itself to Shopping Centre manage- 
ments with a well presented brochure, outlining 
what a display at a shopping centre would look 
like (and what it would cost!). Good colour 
photographs would be included to enable the shop- 
ping centre managements to see what they would 
be getting for their money. If any members have 
good colour prints taken at previous shopping 
centre displays (and they still have the negatives) 
we could be interested in using them. 

This suggestion will not be acted upon until 
there have been some discussion with other clubs 


HHH 


who are currently ‘working’ the shopping centre 
circuits. 
Simon Mead 
Layout ‘anager 
HHI HH HHH HH HHH 


lsoptera 


Found 437 651 Isoptera (white ants to you) 
at the last count - in the wood work of my train 
shed. Yes, folks, there they were, chomping 
away at the shed. 

Twenty four hours a day, enjoying every tasty 
morsel of seasoned jarrah. I could see myself 
Slamming the shed door one day and the whole flam- 
ing lot come crashing down around me. With those 
little beasties doing their next teeth sharpening 
exercise on my garden shed, then the house, some- 
thing had to be done. 

The local pest control man arrived with his 
putrescent matter (foul smelling poisons) and 
with a spray there, a poke here, all my Isoptera 
went where all good Isoptera go - to my next door 
neighbour's place!! 

Richard Smart 
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Program 


HHEKKE HHH 


AUGUST 


7 Mon Model Locomotive Building Tips by 
Trevor Kerr 

One of our members who's good at it has offer- 
ed to show us some of his ideas for building better 


running locomotives. 


12 Sat Special Project 

This will require many members and much organ- 
isation - come along and be a part of the merry 
madness! — | 
16 Wed Quiz Night 


After all these years, another exam for the 
Degree- of Ferroequinology. Bring along = your 
pencils and memories. 


On these occasions, you can do as much as 
you like at Meltham - or as little as you like. 
The Haltwhistle layout is still available for 
operation, but the Colorado Pacific RR (9 mm gauge) 
has been dismantled, preparatory to moving. 
The Library will generally be open (but see Library 
Report) for you to browse or to borrow from (or, 
most importantly, to help make some more magazine 
storage boxes) and there will be other railway 
enthusiasts (model and prototype) to chat to and 
to ask questions of. 


26 Sat  Beinginners Guide to Landscaping - 
Part 3 
No need to explain - just turn up - no equip- 
ment needed - contentment and increased experience 
guaranteed. 
30 Wed General Club Activities 
SEPTEMBER 
4 Mon Scenery - What is it? - How to do it 


by Richard Smart 
Richard Smart is a well known exponent of 
the art (and the science) of producing realistic 
scenery for the model railway layout and has devel- 
oped some techniques of his own, all of which 


are cheap! 
9 Sat General Club Activities 
13. Wed Bring and Show 


Bring IT and Show IT - whether you made it, 


or tried to make it, bought it, inherited it. 
weathered it, mucked it up, converted it from 
a 'sows ear' to a ‘silk purse' (or vice versa) 


or if it fell off the back of a truck - bring 
it along, show it to other members and talk about 
IT for a few minutes, 


18 Mon General Club Activities 


23. Sat Why doesn't it? 

This is a group effort where 'the rest of 
us' will try to solve problems experienced by 
‘some of us' - problems should be clearly and 
fully explained - or brought along - to the meeting 
which is aimed at helping frustrated newcomers. 


27 Wed General Club Activities 


KHER KH 


All meetings are held in the Branch Clubrooms 
which are (for the present) on Meltham station, 
unless otherwise stated in the Notes. The times 
of the meetings are as follows: 

Mondays and Wednesdays’ 8 pm 
Saturdays 2 pm 

The rooms will be open at least 15 minutes 
earlier than these times (if the Duty Committeeman 
remembers! ). Visitors are always welcome. 

Members' fee at meetings: 

Senior members  50¢ 

Student members 25¢ 

This covers tea or coffee or cocoa and biscuit. 
Cool drinks are available from the refrigerator 
at a modest charge. No fee is charged to visitors 
unless they come too often without joining up! 

Visitors should introduce themselves to the 
Duty Committeeman, who will make them feel ‘at 
home’ by showing them the Branch facilities and 
by introducing them to some of the members. 
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Have You Seen? 


IN THE MODEL RAILWAY PRESS 


Model Railways 

April: Detail additions to the Modellers 
World kit for the 12-wheel LNWR Dining Car. 
Some simple conversions based on the GEM white 
metal kits of LNWR prototype locomotives, including 


a Tishy. Description of the mythical Isle of 
Dhoon railway, one modeller's justification for 
freelancing. Camera and Comment uses a couple 


of photographs of D8235 on a demolition train 
recovering the track of the former GNR_ branch 
to Edgeware (wrongly attributed to being a GWR 
branch - where will that lot stop in their en- 
deavours to have EVERY branch line in the land 
as one of theirs?) to draw attention to detailing 
this type of loco (later Class 15). Modellers 
of the American scene might look at The Train 
Depot, Orlando, Florida, where the shop is the 
centre of an active railroad modelling fraternity. 
Metropolitan Railway 10/12T covered van described 
with drawings and photograph. Part 1 of a con- 
Struction review of the Pro-Scale kit of the LNER 
Peppercorn Al Pacific (this is the same kit as 
was reviewed in MRJs 28 and 29, but built to re- 
present a different member of the class) - this 
Part gives a lot of information on the prototype 
and the differences between various members of 
the class. Knowing Your Station looks at getting 
the name of a ‘might have been' or a freelance 
Station right and explains some of the historical 
derivations of names - for instance, did you know 
that Swindon was originally Sweynesdune - the 
hill where the mighty Sweyne's army camped? 
Neither did your reviewer! Layout Focus~looks 
at a small layout built for publicity purposes 
and having viewing ability from two sides - there 
are some good ideas here for unattended layouts 
for exhibitions, etc. Comprehensive treatment 
of the Depressed Centre, Air Slide, Presflo Bulk 
Powders wagons with 14 colour photos, good captions 
and a history of the development of this type 
of wagon. Goods Arrival reviews the MTK kits 
for the Sprinters, Mashima's answer to the 'core- 
less' motor, Ratio engine shed and station canopy 
kits, and more variants of the Class 47 from Lima. 


May: The owner of Church Eaton looks 
at his experiences in building this layout. The 
Banana traffic and the vehicles and the equi pment 
used in this once massive rail business are de- 
scribed in words and pictures. Kestrel N scale 
plastic building kits reviewed.. Keilkfraft's 
Foden tipper truck kit converted to represent 
the Tilcon vehicles. Report on the 1989 Nuremburg 
Toy Fair and its offerings to railway modellers. 
More on the Pro-Scale Peppercorn Al kit construc- 
tion. Camera and Comment looks at the BR 9F 
2-10-0 locomotives. Description of a scratchbuilt 
LNWR Class C 0-8-0. Drawings and photographs 
of an SR store and staff halt. 


June: Layout Focus looks at the Lymington 
branch modelled in 7 mm scale. Review of the 
Hornby model of the Procor aggregate hopper wagon. 
Part 3 of the construction of the Pro-Scale kit 
of the Peppercorn Al 4-6-2. Shirley Rowe de- 
scribes how she built the model of the Prospect 
Inn. Some conversions of the Hornby Class 110, 
Tri-ang/Hornby Class 101 and Lima Class 117 DMUs 
to suit them to Scotrail conditions. Drawings 
and information on the Metropolitan Railway's 
ROD Brake Van, Swallowford Park, an OO layout 
based on the SR. Goods Arrival looks at the 
Graham Farish N scale releases for Network South 
East and their model of Flying Scotsman, more 
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Lima variations on their Class 47 diesel and 
Dapol's 4 mm scale model of the Terrier. Camera 
and Comment looks at a crossing keeper's cottage, 
Crossing gates, etc, near Islip on the Oxford 
to Bletchley line and Hudswell Clarke 0-6-OST 


No 1604. Updated information on previous articles 
on the DAA, OBA and SPA air braked wagons. Layout 
Suggestions looks at railways in the Scottish 
Highlands. 

HHHHH HHH 


Scale Model Trains 


April: As usual, a very extensive coverage 
of what's new for 1989, mainly items of European 
origin. Superdetailing (is it possible?) the 


Dapol Terrier, followed by a prototype article 
giving a good coverage of these locos in LBSCR, 
SR and BR liveries. Drawings, photograph and 
information on the cattle vans of the Metropolitan 
Railway, based on an LNWR Style vehicle. Building 
the structures for the O scale freight terminal 
commenced in tne previous issue. Building an 
M & GN 0O-6-OT (LNER Class J93) in O scale using 
Styrene sheet for the body and copper clad Paxolin 
for the chassis. A look at the factors involved 
in designing a model railway layout for public 
exhibition, leading to the building of Stokeham, 
a OO scale layout - this Part 1 deals with the 
planning of the operation. A simple N_ scale 
layout based on an American ‘short line! concept 
and fitting into a 3' x 2' board - claims to be 
a preservation short line. Plan of a Norwegian 
station, Granvin, which would make up into a nice 
model in any format or national setting. 


May: A design for a layout which folds 
up against a wall. Loco Focus examines a few 
of the variations of the Stanier 8F 2-8-Os of 


the LMS, A prototype example of intensive freight 
facilities to be found at Nuremburg and an excel- 
lent modelling prospect for a shunting buff. 
Building the platform shelter in O scale for the 
freight terminal started in the March issue, 
The Lima 0 scale model of the BR Class 33 diesel 
(Cromptons) and this article describes how it 
can be supered up with a Roco/Atlas F9 chassis 
or an RJH kit. Part 2 of building Stokenham 
looks at choosing the location for the model (and 
how it came to be based on the real Stokenham, 
which the railway did not reach) in Devon, includ-— 
ing the research needed. A Tram Engine in FM, 
made from basic materials at minimum cost. 


HHKEH KHER 


Railway Modeller 


May: Railway of the Month is Millthorpe 
Junction, an extensive N scale layout inspired 
by the Calder Valley line through the Pennines, 
with some good representation of the congested 
housing and industrial areas along the line. A 
home-made ‘gismo' for cutting embossed plastic 
Sheet to a 45° angle. A computer interface/pro- 
gram for the BBC model B computer for model railway 
operation. The YMO Salmon bogie flat wagon de- 
scribed and modelled with drawings and photographs 
of the prototype. Sandycroft, a first attempt 
at N scale modelling in a 5' x 4' space. 


June: Kirkam, a finescale OO club layout 
based on NER practice, with some useful scenic 
techniques, including a variation of the wire 


frame method of making trees. LNER gangwayed 
brake vans described and modelled, using the Ian 
Kirk kits as a base, drawings included. A South- 
ern 2BIL EMU unit constructed from Ian Kirk com- 
ponents. Information of the GCR Jersey Lillies 


4-4-2 locos, prototype information, photograph 
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and drawings. Beginning an outdoor layout in 
0 scale. Building a 90 tonne GLW PIA carrier 
in 4 mm scale, with drawings and photographs (these 
are the giant aggregate carriers now to be found 
on the BR system). Rotherdale, a 10' x 8' 00 
layout which has atmosphere. Polchester, one 
of the many layouts that can be seen at the St 
Ives Model Railway Museum (would be worth a visit 
when in Cornwall). Modelling the Hughes/Fowler 
Crab 2-6-0 from a variety of bits and pieces. 
Part 2 of building the GEM kit of the Cambrian 
Railways' 2-4-OT (see May issue). Plan of the 
Month looks at Athy, an interesting station in 
Ireland. Junior Modeller features Cwm Bach, 
a fictitious Welsh NG railway. News Special 
examines the Graham Farish O0-6-OT loco non-powered 
N scale, Minitrix Gresley coaches, and modern 
figures in 4 mm scale from Phoenix. 

Included in this issue is a 16-page supplement 
Holiday Guide to Railway Attractions, listing 
all known railway and model railway attractions 
in the UK which ar open to the public - this 
Supplement is now in the Branch Library as a ref- 
erence for those intending to holiday in the UK. 
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IN THE PROTOTYPE RAILWAY PRESS 


Steam Railway 


February: An article on 'old' Euston 
station has a number of colour photos of LMS locos 
such as Patriots, Coronation Pacifics and Princess- 
es, but the best of all is of a Stanier 2-6-4T 
at the buffer stops behind a Menzies “stall 
covered in advertisements and with a 'parcelled' 


pram on the 
guard's van. 


platform awaiting loading into the 
What a modelling inspiration! 


March: Cover photo in colour of an LMS 
3F Jinty O-6-OT in crimson livery (which these 
locos never bore in LMS days!), but giving good 
detail of boiler fittings. Part 2 of the article 
on ‘old' Euston has more colour photos of the 
usual LMS classes and a lot of platform clutter, 
useful for modelling ideas. 
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Railway Magazine 


March: Nice colour photograph of Jubilee 
Class 4-6-0 Bahamas in its new BR Green livery, 
although unfortunately not fully lined out and 
without BR emblem, and with an SR bogie brake 
van, 


April: A black and = white photograph, 
taken from a nearby hill, of the concrete viaduct 
at Glenfinnan, which looks for all the world like 
a model. In the prototype for everything depart- 
ment, another black and white photograph showing 
a lattice signal post with two home Signals facing 
in opposite directions and both in the ‘off! pos- 
ition as a train passes the post! - the reason 
is that these are ‘rock fall' signals which g0 
to danger should a rock fall occur along the line 
and trip the wire. So, now you know! Some black 
and white photos of various types of Plasser and 


Theurer track maintenance equipment (regulator, 
tamper/liner, ballast cleaner, single jib crane) 
of use should you intend to sctatchbuild this 


type of railway equipment. 


(extracts supplied by Ted Thoday and Alan Porter ) 
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SIDING WILL HOLD ONLY ONE TRUCK — 
‘THE ENGINE CANNOT BE ACCOMMODATED 


THE PUZZLE 
With the aid of the engine, 
to get truck A from its original 
position at A on to the other 
line and to position B. 


The truck B to be moved from 
its position at B. on to the 
other line and take the place 
of truck A. 


The engine to return to its 
position at E. 


See Journal 192 for a solution to this Puzzle. 
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MEMBERS FILE 


PLANS IN JOURNAL. 
EXPLANATION OF COLUMN TITLES. 


1. RAILWAY OR OPERATOR. 


PLANS IN JOURNAL 
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AN. Australian National. 

GT. Cane Tramway. 

DME. David Mitchell Estate Tramway. 
GRI. General Railway Interest. 

J&A. J & A Brown Colliery. 

MFM. Mt. Farrell Mining Co. 

NSW. New South Wales - State Rail. 
PLM. Paris, Lyons & Mediterranean Railway. 
QLD. Queensland Railways. 

SA. South Australian Railways. 
SAR. South African Railways. 

oM. South Maitland Railways. 

TT. Timber Tramway. 

ViGa Victoria —- Viine. 

WA. Western Australia —- Westrail!l. 


2. CLASS —- Classification or Identification given by 
Railway, Operator or Manufacturer. 


3. CODE —- A standardised classification for data 
processing purposes. 


DE Diesel Electric Locomotive. 
DH Diesel Hydraulic Locomative 
DM Diesel Mechanical Locomotive. 
DMU Diesel Multiple Unit. 

DRM Diesel Rail Motor. 

E Electric Locomotive. 

EMU Electric Multiple Unit. 

‘GMT Gasoline Mechanical Tractor. 
PBY Passenger Brake Van. 

PC Fassenger Car. 

PCB Passenger Car Brake Van Combine. 
PV Passenger Van. 

2 Steam Locomotive. 

SLT Steam Locomotive Tender. 

SRM Steam Rail Motor. 

=a Steam Tank Locomotive. 

W Wagon General - non classified. 
WB Wagon Ballast. 

WBT Wagon Ballast Tippler. 

WBYV Wagon Brakevan. 

WC Wagon Cattle. 

WCV Wagon Covered Van. 

WDS Wagon Drop Side. 

WF Wagon Flat. 

WFB Wagon Fiat Bolster. 

WFC Wagon Flat Container. 
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WFT Wagon Fiat Tanker. 

WH Wagon Hopper. | 

WHB Wagon Hopper Ballast. 
WHC Wagon Hopper Coal. 
WHW Wagon Hopper Wheat. 
WI Wagon Insulated. 

WK Wagon Kiln. 

WLB Wagon Log Bolster. 
WLV Wagon Louvre Van. 

WO Wagon Open. 

WR Wagon Refrigerated. 
WS Wagon Sheep. 

WSF Wagon Shunters Float. 
WT Wagon Tank. 

WTW Wagon Tank Water. 

WV Wagon Van. 

VBD. Van Brake Down. 

VMS Van Mail Sorting. 


4. WHEEL ARRANGEMENT —- For stean 


locos and rod coupled 


other types according to Whyte’s notation. 
For all other locos according to the continental 
method of classification. 
J- SCALE —- The approximate scale of. principal view/s. 
Note ND. means no dimensions. 


6. ISSUE —- Gives sequential issue number or combination of 
volume number —- volume issue number as applied 
Prior to issue 20. 


7. MONTH —- Issue Month and/or issue period. 


8. YEAR — year of issue. 


9. PAGE - Gives page number/s on which plan appears or 
Page range covered. : 


P.S. Please advise all errors, omissions or suggestions 
for format change to the attention of : - 


A.M.R.A. Members File. 
Details Members Filey, 
Page No. 1.2.i-1i1. 
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FEDERAL DSTAIIS 


OFFICE BEARERS. 


ELECTED. 

President. Brian K Tyson 73 SOB86. 
wees Preckident. Graham Larmour 7930 3074. 
Secretary. Harry Gibson (043) 42 3267. 
Treasurer. Ken Edwards 456 2868. 
Registrar. Norm Read 642 3828. 
Committee. Steven J Chapman 670 3252. 
APPOINTED. 

Committee. Col Steele 623 4570. 


Members File Co-ordinator. Fhilip Lee o7O0 9saa0« 


Queries of a general nature of the Association, forward 
to the FEDERAL SECRETARY. 


Mr Harry Gibson. 

AMRA Federal Secretary. 
147 Barrenjoey Road, 
Ettalong Beach. 2257. 


Any matter. concerning membership or Change of Address 
forward to the FEDERAL REGISTRAR. 


Mr Norm Read. 

AMRA Federal Registrar. 
3 Augusta Street; 
STRATHFIELD. 2135. 


If any member has anything suitable for MEMBERS FILE, 
please send to : 
Mr P. J. Lee. 
AMRA Members File. 
8/44 Victoria Ave, 
Penshurst. 2222. 


MEETINGS. 


Meetings are generally held on the first Friday of the 
month. 


MAJOR ANNUAL EVENTS. 


A.G.M. November. Second Friday of Month. 
CIf a Ballot is required, will be at a later date.) 
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The 


FLEISCHMANN 


Multi-Train Control System | 


Journey into the Future. 


FOR ALL MODELLERS OF AustralianPROTOTYPE 
FLEISCHMANN MULTI-TRAN-TRAIN CONTROL SYSTEM EMZ 


WITH TRADITIONAL a 


= PATIBL 
ULLY COMPATIB 1 USE YOUR 
> RAL D.C. OPERAS AW THE SAME 


Now available for Australian prototype models: 
" HO Brass Locomotives 
; 4ofime Locomotives 


* In fact any loco which has two fer la current rating not exceeding 1 amp. 


JUST IMAGINE THE POSSIBILITIES .. .from just two wires to the 
rack: 119 locos coded ready to run of which 32 can run simultaneously 

and 8 of these operating under individual walk-around controllers 

and much more. 


FANTASTIC! !!t!!!! The Raiuway Modellers dream come true... 


AND ITS ALL AVAILABLE NOW. . 


FLEISCHMANN FMZ stanter packace 


No. 6800 Control Desk ) $1140.65 
6810 Transformer ) 
6820 Hand-held Controller | 
2 @ $62.50 125.00 
6845 or FMZ Receiver 
6840 2 @ $119.60 to operate 


two Locos 239420 
Supplied with super-detailed instructions and $1504.85 


FLEISCHMANN “Y2""2"'y 
| | 

Read all about FMZ in FLEISCHMANNS' i988 
Catalogue or purchase .FMZ Handbook No. 9908 


TRADE & GENERAL ENQUIRIES | 


Po OMOdel .o. ox 388 MITTAGONG 2575 . Phone: (048) 71 2717 
itriibutory 
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AN) STREAMLINE 


FINE SCALE 


Peco Streamline Finescale — track, turnouts 
and accessories for the finescale HO/OO enthusiast. 
Streamline Finescale embodies all the famous features that have become 
the hallmark of Peco Streamline but incorporates finescale code 75 rail 
and finer rail fixings. The geometry and sleeper spacing match the 
Universal series Streamline, enabling it to be used with the 
existing ballast inlay, etc. 

The first two turnouts; mediuim radius, left and right hand with 
Electrofrog, are now available, together with wooden sleeper type 
flexible track and the new joiners necessary 
for the finer section rail. 


Look for the bright yellow packs 


In order that you can easily identify this new 
range alongside Universal Streamline (which will 
of course still be available), we have designed a 
completely new packaging style specially for | 
finescale. Look for the new bright yellow packs | 
at your local Peco Stockist now. _ | 


SLI OOF 


Finescale flexible track, | 
nickel silver reil $ 4.85 | 
SLE195 

Finescale R/H medium radius | 
point, Electrofrog $16.95 | 
SLE196 | 
Finescale L/H medium radius 
point, Electrofrog $16.95 | 
SL110 | 
Finescale rail joiners, 

nickel silver é $ 3.60 
SLI | 
Finescale rail joiners, | 
insulating $ 3.60 | 


DISTRIBUTED PRODUCT | 


FOR THE LOCATION OF YOUR NEAREST AMC PECO RETAILER | 
CONTACT 


AUSTRALIAN MODEL CRAFT CO. 
PO BOX 517 WAHROONGA NSW TEL (02) 476 2488 


